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CHAPTER I 


On the Importance of Christian 
Education | 


“Tf we wish to have excellent and apt per- 
sons both for civil and ecclesiastical government, 
we must spare no diligence, time, or cost in teach- 
ing and educating our children, that they may 
serve God and the world, and we must not think 
only how we may amass money and possessions 
for them. For God can indeed without us support 
and make them rich, as He daily does. But for 
this purpose He has given us children, and issued 
this command that we should train and govern 
them according to His will, else He would have 
no need of father and mother. Let every one 
know, therefore, that it is his duty, on peril of 
losing the divine favor, to bring up his children 
above all in the fear and knowledge of God, and 
if they are talented, have them learn and study 
something, that they may be employed for what- 
ever need there is (to have them instructed and 
trained in a liberal education, that men may be 
able to have their aid in government and in what- 
ever is necessary). Explanation of the Fourth 
Commandment, Large Catechism. Concordia 
Triglotta, 629 f. 

“The children should be properly instructed 
in the fear of God, for if Christendom is again 
to come into power, it is necessary to begin with 
the children; then-it will become an excellent 
thing. It would please me well if this work were 
to begin in the cradle....The greatest work 
which thou canst perform is just this, that thou 
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properly trainest thy child.” Sermon von dem 
ehelichen Stande. St. Lowis Ed., X, 686. 

“This power (that of the parents) is given 
and instituted for this reason that children are 
to be educated and taught the Word of God, to 
know God, to fear Him and to believe in Him, so 
that a father really is to be the bishop and pastor 
of his house. For he is to hold the office over 
his children and household which the bishop 
holds over his people.” Haposition of Gen. 10, 
1-12. St. Louis Ed., Ill, 194. 

“But bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord,’ Eph. 6, 4, that is, teach 
them what they are to be taught, and punish 
them if they do not follow. For both is neces- 
sary for them, namely that they be instructed 
in that which they do not know of God, and that 
they be punished if they do not follow that which 
they have understood. See to it, therefore, that 
thou care to have the children instructed above 
all in spiritual things, that they may be delivered 
to God rather than to worldly business.” Hapo- 
sition of the Fourth Commandment. St. Louis 
Has il, 1227. 

“Now if we had nothing more than this one 
verse (Matt. 18, 10), where Christ lets us know 
how much His heavenly Father is concerned 
about the young folks, we ought to conclude that 
among all good works there is none greater or 
better than to train young people properly. For 
who would not consider it a great thing to serve 
those whom the angels serve, who are constantly 
before the face of God? Therefore father and 
mother, men-servants and maid-servants, school- 
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teachers and preachers, and all who are dealing 
with young people, should be cordially happy, 
willing, and ready for such service, and not to 
consider it an annoyance; since these great 
princes of heaven are not ashamed to serve the 
young people and to be concerned about them. 
That is the first point which ought to be learned 
from the gospel of this day, beside the doctrine 
of the angels.” Sermon on St. Michael’s Day, on 
Matt. 18, 1-10. St. Louis Ed., XIII, 2778. 

“Now thou reckon for thyself how precious 
and glorious it is when one may walk about in 
the Lord God’s own finery? (With reference to 
Ps. 45, 9.13). How would a maiden consider 
herself precious, if she walked about in the orna- 
ments of the queen of France? Or a servant, if 
he walked about in the ornaments and crown of 
the emperor? And yet all this is but worldly 
finery and to be reckoned as nothing in compari- 
son with this spiritual, divine ornament of a 
Christian, when a servant or a maid, masters 
and mistresses are faithful and obedient, or when 
a woman is active in the service of God and in 
obedience, holds her husband in love and esteem, 
brings up her children properly and well, and 
in her entire calling follows God’s Word and com- 
mand. In comparison with such ornaments, 
pearls, velvet, and gold are nothing but filth.” 
Sermon on Matt. 6, 24-34. St. Louis Ed., XIII, 
2362. 

“My dear friend, if thou hast a child that 
shows capacity for learning, it is not a matter 
of choice with thee to bring the child up as it 
pleases thee, nor mayest thou follow thy caprice 
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in dealing with the child according to thy own 
will, but thou art to regard thy duty toward God, 
to further both His governments and to serve 
Him therein. God is in need of a pastor, preach- 
er, schoolmaster in His spiritual kingdom, and 
thou art in a position to give Him one and yet 
wilt not do so: behold, thereby thou dost not rob 
a poor person of his cloak, but many thousand 
souls out of the kingdom of God and, as much as 
in thee lies, thou dost thrust them into hell, for 
thou takest away the person who might be capa- 
ble of helping such souls. On the other hand, 
if thou trainest thy child that he may become a 
pastor (Seelsorger) thou dost not give a cloak, 
neither dost thou establish a cloister or a church, 
but thou performest a much greater work, for 
thou givest a savior and a servant of God, who 
may be able to assist many thousand souls heav- 
enward. Why be concerned about it, that some 
do not turn out well? After all, some do. How 
dost thou know, whether it will be thy son? Why, 
with all thy earthly goods thou art not worthy 
to assist for even one hour in upholding such a 
divine estate and great service of God, and yet 
canst so assist during thy whole life. But now 
thou doest the opposite, and not merely for one 


hour, but for a lifetime. . . .Thus also with re- ~ 


gard to earthly government, thou canst serve 
thy ruler or thy city more with the training of 
children than if thou buildest castles and cities 
and collectest the treasures of all the world. For 
what is the use of all this if we do not have learn- 
ed, wise, and pious people? Not to mention 
what thou hast before God and the world by way 
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of temporal advantage and eternal reward.” 
Introduction to the Book by Justus Menius On 
the Christian Household. St. Louis Ed., XIV, — 
292 f. 


CHAPTER II 


The Basis of All Government 


“In this Commandment belongs a further 
statement regarding all kinds of obedience to 
persons in authority who have to command and 
govern. For all authority flows and is propa- 
gated from the authority of parents. For where 
a father is unable alone to educate his (rebellious 
and irritable) child, he employs a schoolmaster 
to instruct him; if he be too weak, he enlists the 
aid of his friends and neighbors; if he departs 
this life, he delegates and confers his authortiy 
and government upon others who are appointed 
for the purpose. Likewise, he must have do- 
mestics, man-servants and maid-servants, under 
himself for the management of the household, 
so that all whom we call masters are in the place 
of parents and must derive their power and au- 
thority from them. Hence also they are called 
fathers in the Scriptures, as those who in their 
government perform the functions of a father, 
and should have a paternal heart toward their 
subordinates. As also from antiquity the Ro- 
mans and other nations called the masters and 
mistresses of the household patres- et matres- 
familiae, that is, house-fathers and house-moth- 
ers. So also they called their national rulers 
and overlords patres patriae, that is, fathers of 
the entire country, for a great shame to us who 
would be Christians that we do not likewise call 
them so, or at least, do not esteem and honor 
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them as such.” Exposition of Fourth Command- 
ment, Large Catechism. Conc. Trigl., 621, 
puyief, Cp: No. 150. 

“God communicates honor to father and 
mother; for which reason there is no greater do- 
minion on earth than the dominion of father and 
mother. But it has become common, and for 
that reason no one pays special attention to it, 
just as is done to all God’s words and works. 

If He presents these to the world in rich 
measure, she despises them, is soon surfeited 
with them. Kings, princes, and lords also 
have a golden crown on their heads, a golden 
scepter in their hands, golden chains on their 
necks; and one should certainly honor them, 
Pomeor( yd et. )i2,0..17)\- and ‘fear. «them: 
But this honor is not on the same level 
with that which is to be shown to father and 
mother. For the government of princes and lords, 
is not a pleasant government, but terrible, for 
they are the jailers, judges, and hangmen of our 
Lord God. But father and mother are not terri- 
ble in this measure, but altogether pleasant. 
Concerning the government it is written Rom. 
13, 3 ff., that it should place a restraint upon evil 
and fierce people, and to assist the pious; hence 
it collects money, tribute, and custom. But 
father and mother are a delicate, pleasant, hap- 
py government; they do not receive from their 
children, but risk body and life, for the sake of 
their children place their possessions and proper- 
ty in jeopardy, make a stake of their neck and 
their body and everything that they possess. 
Civil government only demands; but that of the 
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parents can only give, for the children are of 
their own flesh and blood. Such glory does not 
pertain to princes and lords, for we are not their 
flesh and blood. But father and mother may 
well boast thus. As soon as the child is born, 
it must be nourished with the perspiration, flesh 
and blood of its parents. They torture them- 
selves and are concerned about their children day 
and night, and we find there only love, no ex- 
cessive gravity or wrath whatever. For if mat- 
ters would not proceed so pleasantly, if father 
and mother would not love their children so dear- 
ly, how would they be reared and trained? They 
should have to rot in the dirt. But there is only 
love, service, and beneficence on the part of fath- 
er and mother; they risk their body and their 
goods; they bear care and anxiety; there is pres- 
ent only labor and sorrow day and night for the 
children; yea, everything must serve the chil- 
dren, possessions, house and home, man-servant 
and maid-servant.” Haposition of Ex. 20,12. St. 
Louis Ed., III, 1093 f. 

“Since now holy wedlock has this foundation 
and comfort, that it was instituted by God and 
that God regards it highly, and Christ Himself 
honors it and speaks words of comfort, it should 
rightfully be valued and precious to every one, 
and the heart should be of good cheer and feel 
assured with regard to the estate which God 
loves, and gladly suffer all that is difficult in it, 
and if it were ten times as heavy. For that is 
the reason why there is so much labor and feel- 
ing of resentment in wedlock according to the 
outward man, so that everything connected with 
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God’s Word and work is so regarded that it be- 
comes disagreeable, bitter, and difficult to the 
outward man. For that reason it is an estate 
which urges and exercises faith in God and love 
toward the neighbor by virtue of manifold trouble 
and labor, disinclination, crosses, and adversities 
of all kinds, as invariably follows all that is God’s 
Word and work.” Sermon on John 2, 1-11. St. 
Lowis Ed., XI, 464 f. 

“Therefore this gospel is a fitting sermon for 
young people, that they may learn how one may 
very well serve our Lord God also in the home, 
and that it is not necessary to begin anything 
extraordinary. . . .For a house father who gov- 
erns his home in the fear of God and trains his 
children and servants in the fear and knowledge 
of God, in decency and honesty, he is in a blessed, 
good, holy station. Thus also a woman, who 
waits on her children in giving food and drink, 
in cleaning and bathing them, need not inquire 
after a holier and more God-pleasing station. ... 
Therefore no one should in any manner despise 
such living in the home in wedlock, nor, as the 
monks have blasphemed, regard it as a worldly, 
luckless station. For here we see that the Lord 
Christ Himself goes to a wedding. But this is 
true not only of the wedding, rather of all keep- 
ing house. God wants to be honored, as the 
Fourth Commandment, which is the highest in 
the Second Table, plainly shows.” Sermon on 
John 2, 1-11. St. Louis Ed., XIII b, 1598. 


CHAPTER III 


On the Authority, Responsibility, 
and Duties of Parents 


“There is no greater authority on earth than 
{ that of father and mother; yet it comes to an 
end, where God’s Word and work begin; for in 
divine matters neither father nor mother, much 
less a bishop or some other person, shall teach 
and guide, but God’s Word alone. . . .For father 
and mother have the responsibility, yea, have 
been made father and mother by God for this 
very purpose that they should not teach their 
children or lead them to God according to their 
own ideas, but according to the commandments 
of God; as St. Paul also says Eph. 6,4: Ye fath- 
ers, bring up your children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord; that is, teach them 
God’s commandment and Word, as you have 
learned it, and not your own doing.” Sermon on 
John 2, 1-11. St. Lowis Edition, XI, 471 f. 

“It is a natural inclination for parents to 
love their children and to be grieved when they 
do not get along well. . . .Conversely, it is natu- 
ral for children to love their parents and to ex- 
pect all good things from them.” Sermon on 
Gen. 87, 1-86. St. Louis Edition, III, 551 f. 

“He has given you children and the means 
of their support, not that you might simply have 
pleasure in them and bring them up for worldly 
display. You are earnestly commanded to bring 
them up for the service of God; or otherwise you 
will perish with your children, as the First Com- 
mandment says: ‘I the Lord thy God am a jeal- 
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ous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers up- 
on the children unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate Me.’ But how will you 
bring them up to the service of God when preach- 
ing and the ministerial office have passed away? 
And the fault is yours, since you might have 
helped to preserve them, if you had permitted 
your child to be trained. For when you can 
teach your child, and it is capable and desirous 
of learning, and you do not aid, but hinder it 
(mark my words well!) you are responsible for 
the injury that comes to the world through the 
decline of the ministry and the neglect of God 
and His Word. Such is your responsibility if 
you let the ministry decline; and if you do not 
feel enough interest to give your child, you would 
act the same if all the children in the world were 
yours,—so that as far as you are concerned the 
service of God would perish. And it does no 
good to say: ‘My neighbor keeps his son at 
school, I dare not do it,’ and so forth. For your 
neighbor can say the same thing, and so on with 
all neighbors; and where then will God find peo- 
ple for the ministerial office? You have chil- 
dren, and can give them, but will not do it; thus, 
so far as you are concerned, the ministry falls 
to the ground. And because you with gross in- 
gratitude let the sacred office, so dearly pur- 
chased, languish and die, you will be accursed, 
and in your own person, or in your children, you 
will suffer shame and sorrow, or otherwise will 
be so tormented that you will be damned with 
them, not only here on earth, but eternally in 
hell. This will not fail to come upon you, in 
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order that you may learn that your children are 
not so entirely your own that you can withhold 
them from God; He will have justice, and they 
are more His than yours.” Sermon on the Duty 
of Sending Children to School. St. Lows Edi- 
tion, X, 426; rainter, 222 f. 

“The third consideration is the highest of 
all, namely God’s command which through Moses 
so often urges and enjoins that parents instruct 
their children, that the seventhy-eighth Psalm 
says: “He established a testimony in Jacob and 
appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded 
our fathers that they should make them known 
to their children.’ And the Fourth Command- 
ment also shows this, where He has so strictly 
enjoined children to obey their parents that dis- 
obedient children were to be put to death. And 
why do old people live except to care for, teach, 
and bring up the young? It is not possible for 
inexperienced youth to instruct and care for 
themselves; and for that reason God has com- 
mended them to us who are older and know what 
is good for them, and He will require a strict ac- 
count at our hands. Therefore Moses gives this 
injunction: ‘Ask thy father, and he will show 
thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee.’ Deut. 
32,7. It is indeed a sin and shame that we must 
be aroused and incited to the duty of educating 
our children and of considering their highest in- 
terests, whereas nature itself should move us 
thereto, and the example of the heathen affords 
us varied instruction. There is no irrational 
animal that does not care for and instruct its 
young in what they should know, except the 
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ostrich, of which God says: ‘She leaveth her 
eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in the dust; 
and is hardened against her young ones, as 
though they were not hers.’ And what would it 
avail if we possessed and performed all else, and 
became perfect saints, if we neglect that for 
which we chiefly live, namely to care for the 
young’? In my judgment there is no other out- 
ward offense that in the sight of God so heavily 
burdens the world and deserves such heavy 
chastisement as the neglect to educate children.” 
To the Mayors and Aldermen. St. Lows Edi- 
tion, 464 f.; Painter, 176 ff. 

“Here one should also teach that the par- 
ents have the duty to train their children to 
piety, teach them God’s Word and let them learn. 
Thus Solomon says in his Proverbs, in chapter 
22: ‘Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; 
but the rod of correction shall drive it far from 
him.’ As also St. Paul says, Eph. 6,4: ‘Ye fath- 
ers, provoke not your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.’ Here we have the example of Eli, 
whom God, as shown in 1 Sam. 2,30 ff., punished 
and expelled from the priesthood, because he did 
not train his children with proper earnestness. 
Youth has never been more wicked than at the 
present time; as we see how little they obey, how 
little they respect their parents, on which ac- 
count undoubtedly many plagues, war, sedition, 
and other evils come into the world.” On the 
First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. St. Louis 
Edition, X, 1643. 
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“God commits the office to father and moth- 
er in such a way that they have charge of the 
children, and here we can learn and observe, as 
in a mirror, the attitude of God toward us, for 
just as the heart of the father turns toward his 
children, thus God’s heart is turned toward you 
....God makes of the home of every house-fath- 
er, who has children, a hospital, and places him 
there as the head, in order that he may be in 
charge of his children, give them food and drink, 
and to direct them with good doctrine and ex- 
ample, that they learn to trust in God, to believe, 
to fear Him and to place their hope in Him, to 
honor His name, not to swear or curse... .Be- 
hold what great lessons these are. Behold how 
many good works thou hast before thee in thy 
house, with respect to thy children who are in 
need of all this, like a hungry, thirsty, naked, 
poor captive, sick soul. What a blessed mar- 
riage that would be, where such married folks 
were together and would thus lead their chil- 
dren. Truly, their home would be a true church, 
a select cloister, yea, a paradise. 'For father and 
mother here become like God, for they are rulers, 
bishops, pope, doctor, minister preacher, school- 
master, judge, and lord. The father has all 
names and the office of God over his children; 
and just as God cares for us, nourishes us, pro- 
tects and defends, teaches and instructs us, thus 
also a father teaches his child, nourishes it, and 
cares for it.” Sermon on Ex. 20,12. St. Louis 
Edition, III, 1096. 

‘“‘We also see that the fault and deficiency is 
greater in the parents than in the children, that 
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the latter are disobedient and impertinent. For 
the parents are negligent, exert no diligence with 
respect to their children; and such parents are 
not worthy of having their children turn out well. 
Now the commandment evidently obtains, that 
parents should bring up their children in the fear 
of God; but where are the parents who do that? 
This, indeed, they take care of, that according to 
the custom of this world they love their children 
and train them to fit themselves into the world; 
but as for the soul, and the training in the fear 
of God, there is no one who will rightly instruct 
and teach them. One has but to note what atti- 
tude is taken toward this matter, and what 
schools are conducted throughout the land. 
There is practically no one who teaches his chil- 
dren to pray properly and instructs them in the 
things which pertain to salvation. So also, no 
one cares to venture that much money that his 
children may be trained, taught, and instructed 
by other people. . . .The children grow up, are 
not their own masters, but are under the hand 
of their parents. If the latter will not take care 
of them in the best possible manner, they will 
not develop into anything good. Whose, then, 
is the fault? Does it lie with the children? 
What can they do about it? Therefore father 
and mother should be concerned about them, 
diligently train, instruct, and teach them, not 
only after the manner of the world, but also in 
spiritual things, which pertain to their soul’s sal- 
vation.” Sermon on Ex. 20,12. St. Louis Kdi- 
tion, III, 1108 f. 
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“In the same manner also father and mother 
are tools in the government of the home, through 
whom the house and all matters of the home are 
governed. But they should also realize that they 
can never bring up their children properly and 
well by their own powers or by their own dili- 
gence and work. For that reason they should 
cry to God and pray thus: Lord God, heavenly 
Father, help us that our children may turn out 
well!” On Gen. 27, 11-14. St. Louis Edition, I, 
wag. 

“But the sorrow of parents is much more 
severe and bitter than that of children, brothers, 
or relatives. For these are very great and ve- 
hement affections, which God created throughout 
the world and implanted in the parents toward 
their children, and if their hearts are wounded 
with pain and sorrow on account of any mis- 
fortune of their children, that is their certain 
death and a poison to their life. For that rea- 
son parents are easily killed, if not with the 
sword, it is nevertheless brought about by sor- 
row and pain.” On Gen. 27, 41. St. Lows Edi- 
tion, II, 328. 

“Therefore it is highly necessary for every 
married person that he have a better, deeper, 
keener appreciation of his child’s soul than flesh 
begotten of him, and that he have no other con- 
ception of his child than of a precious, eternal 
treasure, entrusted to him by God to keep, lest 
the devil, the world, and his flesh steal the child 
and put him to death.” From the Sermon on 
the Estate of Marriage of 1519. St. Louis Ed- 
tion, X, 643 f. 
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“Thus matters should be adjusted now and 
always: If children should refuse to accept the 
Gospel, parents should not, on that account, 
leave them or repudiate them, but cherish them 
and provide for them, as though they were the 
very best of Christians, commending their faith 
to God, if only they in other things, so far as 
external matters are concerned, are obedient and 
pious. For outward evil ways and works par- 
ents should and can restrain and punish; but un- 
belief and inward evil ways no one can hinder or 
punish but God alone.” On 1 Cor. 7, 14. St. 
Louis Edition, VIII, 1061 f. 

“What great diligence, expense, and labor 
father and mother often exert with regard to 
one son, in order to bring him up to honor and 
virtue, etc., with great hopes and confidence that 
he should, as the saying is, become an angel, and 
yet he, before their very eyes, becomes a naughty 
and lost child. On the other hand, many a poor, 
miserable orphan, on whom little work and dili- 
gence has been expended, grows up and is trained, 
so that one must marvel and say: It does not 
depend upon our diligence and care, but on the 
manner in which God prospers.” From Sermon 
on Luke 5, 1-11. St. Louis Edition, XI, 1322. 

“And we are indeed very foolish. Behold, 
in dealing with one’s own children one can earn 
either life or death, and yet does not pay atten- 
tion to this fact. For what will it avail you, if 
through your fault you bring up wicked children, 
though you in your own person be beyond re- 
proach?” From the Exposition of the Fourth 
Commandment of 1518. St. Louis Ed., III, 1229. 
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“If you are about to perform a disgraceful 
act, take heed with all diligence lest a child be 
offended thereby; do not despise his childhood. 
For what do those do, who become guilty of such 
an act? In the first place, since it is something 
exceptionally good to take the proper care of the 
delicate age, to safeguard it and to further it in 
chastity and modest demeanor (as it is said that 
it is a most acceptable sacrifice to God, that one 
be concerned with all diligence about the souls), 
therefore all men should definitely exert the 
greatest diligence and watch, in order to protect 
and keep the boys and girls lest they learn, see, 
and hear something that is unchaste, since even 
so they are full of desire in their inmost marrow, 
and one should not have the intention to carry 
fire to them and to cause them to burn, but rath- 
er that he pour water over them and extinguish 
(the desire). But they not only neglect this, 
they even perform the devil’s own peculiar work 
and contaminate the innocent souls with their 
poisonous talk of obscene things. For the devil 
is called a destroyer of souls, but he destroys 
them in no other way than through the service 
of the tongues of such people, who are his adher- 
ents and followers.” On the Sixth Command- 
ment. St. Louis Edition, II, 1302. 

“He (Moses) commands the parents to be 
pious, to fear God and to serve Him in days of 
good fortune, and to believe in days of misfor- 
tune and to keep a pure faith, not only for them- 
selves, but also for their children. The parents 
are to be the children’s schoolmasters, and the 
children are in the sequel to teach also others, 
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are to instruct their descendants, that it be kept 
in memory how God led them out of Egypt. 
They should all be schoolmasters; this is the will 
of God, for He says that they are to tell their 
children: We were servants in Egypt, etc.” On 
Deut. 6, 20. St. Louis Edition, II, 1764. 

“In addition, it would be well to preach to 
the parents also, and such as bear their office, 
as to how they should deport themselves toward 
those who are committed to them for their gov- 
ernment. For although this is not expressed in 
the Ten Commandments, it is nevertheless abund- 
antly enjoined in many places in the Scriptures. 
And God desires to have it embraced in this com- 
mandment when He speaks of father and mother. 
For He does not wish to have in this office and 
government knaves and tyrants; nor does He as- 
sign to them this honor, that is, power and au- 
thority to govern, that they should have them- 
selves worshiped; but they should consider that 
they are under obligations of obedience to God; 
and that, first of all, they should earnestly and 
faithfully discharge their office, not only to sup- 
port and provide for the bodily necessities of 
their children, servants, subjects, etc., but, most 
of all, to train them to the honor and praise of 
God. Therefore do not think that this is left 
to your pleasure and arbitrary will, but that it 
is a strict command and injunction of God, to 
whom also you must give an account for it. 

“But here again the sad plight arises that 
_ no one perceives or heeds this, and all live on as 
though God gave us children for our pleasure or 
amusement, and servants that we should employ 
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them like a cow or ass, only for work, or as 
though we were only to gratify our wantonness 
with our subjects, ignoring them, as though it 
were no concern of ours what they learn or how 
they live; and no one is willing to see that this 
is the command of the Supreme Majesty, who 
will most strictly call us to account and punish 
us for it; nor that there is so great need to be 
so seriously concerned about the young. For if 
we wish to have excellent and apt persons both 
for civil and ecclesiastical government, we must 
spare no diligence, time, or cost in teaching and 
educating our children, that they may serve God 
and the world, and we must not think only how 
we may amass money and possessions for them. 
For God can indeed without us support and make 
them rich, as He daily does. But for this pur- 
pose He has given us children, and issued this 
command that we should train and govern them 
according to His will, else He would have no need 
of father and mother. Let every one know, there- 
fore, that it is his duty, on peril of losing the 
divine favor, to bring up his children above all 
things in the fear and knowledge of God, and 
if they are talented, have them learn and study 
something, that they may be employed for what- 
ever need there is to have them instructed and 
trained in a liberal education, that men may be 
able to have their aid in government and in what- 
ever is necessary. 

“If that were done, God would also richly 
bless us and give us grace to train men by whom 
land and people might be improved, and likewise 
well-educated citizens, chaste and domestic wives, 
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who afterwards would rear godly children and 
servants. Here consider now what deadly in- 
jury you are doing if you be negligent and fail 
on your part to bring up your child to useful- 
ness and piety, and how you would bring upon 
yourself all sin and wrath, thus earning hell by 
your own children, even though you be otherwise 
pious and holy. And because this is disregard- 
ed, God so fearfully punishes the world that 
there is no discipline, government, or peace, of 
which we all complain, but do not see that it is 
our fault; for as we train them, we have spoiled 
and disobedient children and subjects. Let this 
be sufficient exhortation, for to draw this out at 
length belongs to another time.” The Large 
Catechism. On the Fourth Commandment. St. 
Louis Edition, X, 60-62; Concordia Triglotta, 
629-631. 

“Therefore it is the duty of every father of 
a family to question and examine his children 
and servants at least once a week and to ascer- 
tain what they know of it (the Catechism), or 
are learning, and, if they do not know it, to keep 
them faithfully at it.” The Large Catechism, 
Short Preface. St. Louis Edition, X, 29 f; Con- 
cordia Triglotta, 575. 

“The third point is this, what both man and 
wife are to do, when God gives and donates chil- 
dren to them, how they may train them in the 
fear of God. For so God commands Deut, 6,5.7 
and also 11, 19, if God gives the parents chil- 
dren, the latter are to teach them to love God 
with all their heart and with all their soul and 
with all their might, and that they are to be 
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taught the Word of God diligently, that is, that 
they be drilled and exercised in it, lest it become 
rusty and dark, but rather remain always new 
and bright in their memory and in their actions. 
For the more one deals with the Word of God, 
the brighter and newer it becomes, and the say- 
ing properly applies: The longer, the dearer. But 
if one is not busy with it, it is soon forgotten 
and loses its power.” Sermon on Holy Marriage 
of 1525. St. Louis Edition, X, 670 f. 

“Thus it is my duty to train a child from 
infancy, by saying to him: Dear child, you have 
your own angel; when you pray in the morning 
and in the evening, that angel will be with you, 
sit by your little bed, .... will keep you so that 
that wicked one, the devil, cannot come to you, 
etc. In the same way, if you gladly say grace 
and return thanks at the table, your little angel 
will be with you at the table, will serve you, will 
watch and protect you that no evil will strike 
you and that the food will be wholesome to you. 
If these things were brought home to the chil- 
dren, they would learn from their infancy and 
be used to the idea that the angels are with 
them; and this would serve not only to have the 
children depend upon the protection of the an- 
gels, but also to train them in chastity, that they 
would be in proper fear when they are alone, in 
thinking: Even if the parents are not with us, 
the good angels are here; they take heed to us 
lest the wicked spirit do us some harm. This 
may seem like a childish teaching, and yet good 
and necessary; and so necessary and so childish 
that it would serve also us older ones, for the 
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angels are not only with the children, but also 
with us old folks. . . .And why should we be 
ashamed to serve the children? And if the good 
angels would not take charge of the children, 
what would finally happen? For the parents, 
even with the aid of the prince and the govern- 
ment are much too weak as to train and bring 
up the children properly. If it were not for the 
protection of the angels, no child would grow 
up to its full age, though parents would exert all 
possible diligence. For that reason God sets 
and designates to guard and protect the children 
not only the parents, but also emperors, kings, 
princes, and finally His high and great spirits, 
the holy angels, so that no evil will befall them. 
It would be a good thing to have the children ap- 
preciate this.” Sermon on the Angels of 15383. 
St. Louis Edition, X, 1047-1049. 

“In the sixth place: Thus, also, parents may 
not more easily earn hell than in dealing with 
their own children, in their own home, if they 
neglect them and not teach them the things 
spoken of above. Of what benefit is it if they 
fast until they are dead, pray, make pilgrimages, 
and perform all other works? Concerning those 
things God will not inquire of them at their death 
and on the last day, but He will demand the chil- 
dren whom He has entrusted to them. This is 
proved by the word of Christ, Luke 23,28.29: Ye 
daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but 
weep for yourselves, and for your children. For, 
behold, the days are coming, in the which they 
shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs 
that never bare, and the paps which never gave 
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suck. Why should they lament so, except that 
their whole damnation comes upon them on ac- 
count of their own children? For if they had 
not had them, they might have been saved. These 
words should most assuredly open the eyes of 
the parents, so that they look upon their children 
according to their soul, from the spiritual side, 
so that the poor children are not defrauded by 
their false, carnal love, as though their parents 
had taught them well, since they are not angry 
with them, or since they yield to them in the 
matter of worldly show, whereby their own will 
is strengthened; whereas the commandment 
places parents in the position of honor that the 
children’s self-will should be broken and they be- 
come modest and meek.” #'rom the Sermon on 
Good Works of 1520. St. Lowis Edition, xX, 
1363 f. at ah? 
‘““And nowadays no one wants to educate chil- 
dren in any other way but for cleverness and 
ways of making a living; they simply have no 
other thought but that they are free and that it 
rests with them to train children as they please; 
just as though there were no God who had com- 
manded them differently, but they themselves 
are god and lords over their children. But if 
there were a strong, well-ordered government in 
the world, and such pernicious, wicked people 
were found as would refuse to change for the 
better and to educate their children differently, 
then the government ought to punish such peo- 
ple altogether in body and goods, or chase them 
out of the world. For such people are the most 
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poisonous and harmful people on earth.” In the 
Preface to Menius’ Book on Christian House- 
keeping of 1529. St. Louis Edition, XIV, 291 f. 

‘‘A house father should admonish his chil- 
dren and servants to lead a holy life. He him- 
self should recite certain prayers, which the ser- 
vants and the children should use, as well when 
they step to the table as when they go to bed, in 
which they confess their sins and make a com- 
plaint of their own trouble and that of all men 
and pray for deliverance. To institute this cus- 
tom in every home is a necessary and pious thing, 
and no better way can be shown by which we 
may escape the dangers into which either our 
negligence or our lack of piety has brought us.” 
Commentary on Joel 2, 16. St. Louis Hdition, 
VI, 1542. 

“And this is the reason why the prophet 
says: Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye 
inhabitants of the land... .Tell ye your chil- 
dren of it, etc. For in the first place it is neces- 
sary that by the office of the Word of the wrath 
of God as well as His mercy be impressed upon 
the hearts. But this is not sufficient unless the 
teacher is then supported by the discipline in the 
home, and parents impress upon their children 
as well as upon their servants this very thing 
that they hear publicly or in the church from 
pious teachers. For if this diligence is lacking, 
the fruit of the public office of the Word will 
not amount to much. But when the doctrine of 
piety is brought into the individual homes, when 
these examples of the divine wrath are presented 
to the young people and diligently inculcated, 
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then they will bring the manifold fruit of piety. 
For that reason the Lord everywhere demands 
of parents this care; it is His will that the doc- 
trine of piety be transmitted, so that youth, de- 
terred by the examples of wrath, abstain from 
sins, and incited by the glorious benefits of God, 
learn to trust in the mercy of God in all dangers 
and to hope for deliverance.” Commentary on 
Joel 1, 2.8. St. Louis Edition, VI, 1499. 

“You will find many people, to whom a large 
number of children is inconvenient, as though 
marriage were instituted only for the lusts of 
concupiscence, and not rather for the sake of the 
exceedingly precious services by which we serve 
God and men when we take care of the children 
whom God has given, and educate them. Such 
people do not understand the most charming 
thing that is found in holy marriage. For what 
can surpass the love for one’s children? Espe- 
cially since you here are informed that children 
are the chief part of the divine blessing.” 
Commentary on Psalm 128,45. St. Louis Edi- 
tion, IV, 1999: 


er 


CHAPTER IV 


On Children and Their Relation 
to Parents 


“In the second place, He makes use of the 
glorious word: Thou shalt honor thy father and 
thy mother. ‘Honor’ is not a mean word; it does 
not say: Thou shalt love thy father and thy 
mother, be obedient to them, do good to them 
and the like, but: Thou shalt honor them. But 
honor extends farther than love; for that reason 
God regards mother and father highly. For hon- 
or belongs to God alone. He now imparts the 
honor to father and mother; for that reason there 
is also no greater rule on earth than that of the 
parents. . . .The child could also not be closer to 
the parents than it is, namely flesh and blood, 
yea, the nature of the parents. Therefore a 
pious child will place his confidence in no other 
creature in the same measure as in his parents, 
by which we are given a fine picture of the way 
in which God feels toward us and we toward Him. 
For as a child expects all good things from his 
parents, thus a Christian expects all good things 
from God; and, on the other hand, God conducts 
Himself toward a Christian as a father does to- 
ward his child, and with even greater kindness. 
A Christian also knows that God cares more for 
him than all men and creatures, yea, more than 
he does himself. In order now that the children 
should acknowledge this with reference to their 
parents, God has commanded them that they 
should honor father and mother. They should 
not merely see the flesh and blood in their par- 
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ents; for if they look upon this, they will not 
find anything precious in them and will soon de- 
spise the parents. But they should open their 
eyes, and lift their insight above flesh and blood, 
then they will find in their parents a marvelous 
thing. .. .The first honor which is to be shown 
to father and mother is that children are to be 
obedient to them, follow their command, as St. 
Paul says Eph. 6,1: ‘Children, be obedient to 
your parents.’ The second honor consists in this, 
when we are now grown up and have ourselves 
become man and woman, that we, in case father 
or mother are lacking in anything, that they are 
poor, hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, or weak, ex- 
tend a helping hand, assist them, serve them with 
food, drink, clothing and provision of every kind, 
and regard them as the highest and most sacred 
thing on earth. For honor does not consist mere- 
ly in words and gestures, but in the act... .For 
honor is something greater than love. We show 
love toward those who are on a level with us, 
as, when two love each other, one does not re- 
gard the other as higher than himself. But hon- 
or is shown to one who is higher and includes a 
kind of fear, that we do not offend him whom 
we honor and that we place ourselves under him, 
as under a lord, not on account of the punish- 
ment, but because one also loves him whom he 
honors. Thus we also should not merely love 
father and mother, but also honor them, think 
highly of them, and fear them as our overlords, 
ordained by God. .. .For that reason the rule 
and government of the parents transcends all 
other government, that of the pope, the emperor, 
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the kings, the princes, and the lords. It is the 
highest station, elevated far above all other sta- 
tions, and the others are mere fragments and 
patches besides; yea, all other stations are de- 
rived from it. .. .Now such honor is to be given 
to parents not by a mere bowing and lifting of 
the hat (although the latter is now rare enough), 
but from the whole heart. For God does not 
say: Your hand, mouth, tongue, or knee is to 
honor father and mother, but ‘you.’ But who is 
you’? You includes not only hand, tongue, heart, 
body, or soul, but all of these together with your 
entire being and nature, as you walk and stand, 
body and soul, sense and intellect, whatever is 
on and in you, or comes out of you.” Exposition 
of Bx. 20, 12. St. Louis Edition, III, 1096-1102. 
“For that reason young people should be 
most careful and learn to keep their parents in 
honor and to show them the proper respect, and 
that they regard these words or names, ‘father’ 
and ‘mother,’ as a great and precious sacred 
thing; yea, they should be ready rather to die 
than to provoke their parents to anger. For par- 
ents have no other thing in life whereby they 
are more strongly moved than the love of their 
children! and for that reason they can so easily 
be hurt. And yet you do not feel or understand 
this, but you are submerged in sin and your flesh, 
and you regard their care and worry, which they 
have on your account, as a small matter. But 
woe unto you, if you will not again hold them in 
honor and before your eyes. For you will soon, 
before you are ever aware of it, become a mur- 
derer of your father or mother, and you will then 
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in vain wait for the blessing; yea, you will rath- 
er have to look forward to the gallows and the 
sword, and load a heavy curse upon you. For 
thus says the Word of God, Deut. 27,16: Cursed 
be he that setteth light by his mother or his 
father; also Ex. 21,17: He that curseth his fath- 
er or his mother, shall surely be put to death; 
also Lev. 20,9: He hath cursed his father or his 
mother: his blood shall be upon him.” EHzposi- 
tion of Gen. 27, 41. St. Louis Edition, II, 328 f. 

“But this the honor demands, which chil- 
dren are under obligation to show to their par- 
ents, that, even if they should ordain something 
against your will, you nevertheless should be and 
remain obedient to them. For that reason Moses 
describes Esau as a great hypocrite, who made 
himself agreeable to his father with special serv- 
ices and yet miserably deceived him with such 
hypocrisy.” Haposition of Gen. 27,4. St. Louis 
Edition II, 259. 

“And for that reason we emphasize the 
authority of the parents so earnestly, in the first 
place because of the ordinance and command- 
ment of God, and also because of the example of 
the Scripture and the law of the land; in addi- 
tion because of the great wickedness which at 
all times has been exercised with might in the 
world.” Exposition of Gen. 24,3.4. St. Lowis 
Edition, I, 1648. 

“Parents are entitled to honor, but not in 
such a manner that, while we honor our parents 
we dishonor God. For the command to serve 
God is in point of order the earlier one, that con- 
cerning the parents the later. But this serves 
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the honor of God that we rebuke sins, and in par- 
ticular an impious worship of God, whereby ig- 
nominy is heaped upon Him.” Exposition of 
Hosea 2,2. St. Louis Edition, VI, 1116. 

“And this act of the patriarch shows how 
highly he regarded the honor of his parents, who 
had given him a definite command not to marry 
any one else but the daughter of his uncle. And 
it would be desirable that children in this mat- 
ter would always follow the authority and the 
counsel of their parents.” Hxposition of Ho- 
sea 12,13.14. St. Louis Edition, VI, 1335. 

“What greater piety can there be in the 
world than honoring one’s parents and to show 
one’s thankfulness toward them? since even rea- 
son praises this virtue, next to the service of 
God, as the highest, as Aristotle testifies: We 
cannot adequately repay the gods, our parents, 
and our teachers.” SHzxposition of Matt. 8,1-22. 
St. Lowis Edition, VII, 35. 

“For God has so ordered, and added a com- 
mand thereto, that the parents should be hon- 
ored; also, that men should be obedient to spirit- 
ual and temporal government, and that the differ- 
ence should be observed, that the position of 
fathers and lords should be higher and more 
glorious than the station of children and _ sub- 
jects and servants. .. , that the son should not 
say to his father, the daughter to her mother, 
the subjects to their rulers, the servants to their 
masters and mistresses: I am as good a you, al- 
though you be father, prince, lord, mistress, for 
I am God’s creature as well as you; do not be so 
presumptuous.” Exposition of John 1,13. St. 
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Louis Edition, VII, 1687. 

“Look at a pious father and mother, when 
they have a disobedient child; just watch them, 
and you will soon understand what it means: 
The zeal hath eaten me. There they go, eating 
out their heart and sorrowing, their soul pining 
away until they finally die of excessive sorrow- 
ing and grieving. Therefore such children are 
murderers of father and mother, and not ordi- 
nary murderers, for they torture them for some 
time until they die: they gradually strangle their 
parents. Of this also Solomon speaks, Prov. 
10,1, and Jesus Sirach (chap. 3): A wise son is 
the joy of his parents; but (Prov. 17,25): A 
foolish son is a grief to his father, and a foolish 
daughter is the heaviness of her mother. And 
St. Paul, 1 Tim. 1,9, speaks of murderers of fath- 
ers and murderers of mothers, etc. This the 
parents feel definitely, if they are pious; for it 
eats on them day and night, until they must 
finally chew earth over it. Thus children kill 
their parents; not by running a knife into their 
body, but with their wicked and godless life. 
There is no greater cross or heart-ache for par- 
ents than the wickedness of their children, and 
in that manner children cause their parents to 
age and kill them with grief, so that they la- 
ment: Oh my son! Oh my daughter! And still the 
father’s heart and love of his child remain, al- 
though it be wicked, and the parents do not de- 
velop a devilish hatred against them, although 
the naughty and vicious life of the children 
brings the parents down to the grave.” EHxposi- 
tion of John 2, 17. St. Louis Edition, VII, 1801. 
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“When children are instructed in virtue and 
piety, they may generally develop a displeasure 
against their parents, or those who take the 
place of the parents with regard to them and 
point out to them the right way; for that reason 
they are in need of the forgiveness of sins. If 
one permits a child to have its way, it will not 
cry. For that reason John here emphasizes 
what is written in the Fourth Commandment, 
namely that children should show obedience to 
their parents. And Solomon, Prov. 1,8, admon- 
ishes the children that they should not despise 
the instruction of their father, since God then, 
for the sake of the parents, follows with dis- 
cipline and punishment. But children are natur- 
ally so constituted that they would rather be 
given free rein in their inclinations. And youth 
is no different; and if young people are held back 
that they cannot break through, they grumble 
about it. The authority of the father over their 
children is derived from God, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named. Eph. 
3,15. Hence the rule of fathers over their chil- 
dren here on earth is not to be stubborn and 
harsh. He who rules with anger makes the evil 
worse. If fathers and masters on earth do not 
acknowledge God, then God causes all children 
to turn out bad... .Experience teaches that love 
will effect more than slavish fear and force. 
This concerns masters also, to whom Paul like- 
wise submits the fact, Eph. 6,9, that they also 
have a Lord in heaven. They should not try to 
usurp the place of God, but should piously con- 
sider: It is God who must grant piety. The de- 
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mand with regard to the parents is, in the first 
place diligence and carefulness, and then also 
true fear of God. .. .But the duty of the chil- 
dren consists in this that they above all learn 
to fear God, but then also that they learn to love 
those who are active in their education. The 
fear of God must never leave their hearts, other- 
wise they are unfit for all transactions, and are 
valueless for both God and men. The training 
given to children with words and deeds delivers 
the soul of the child from the eternal punish- 
ments of hell. . . .Parents who are excessive in 
their love of their children and permit them to 
have their own way in the final analysis actually 
hate their children. They educate a_ rascal, 
whom they may sometime accompany to the gal- 
lows and who will bite off the noses of his par- 
ents. Parents commonly are guilty of the ruin 
of their children. They usually make a mis- 
take in two directions, either by excessive cod- 
dling and indulgence, or through excessive se- 
verity and animosity. On both sides a proper 
restraint must be practised.” Hxposition of 1 
John 2, 13.14. St. Louis Edition, 1X, 1543 f. 
“To this estate of fatherhood and mother- 
hood God has given the special distinction above 
all estates that are beneath it that He not simply 
commands us to love our parents, but to honor 
them. For with respect to brothers, sisters, and 
our neighbors in general He commands nothing 
higher than that we love them, so that He sepa- 
rates and distinguishes father and mother above 
all other persons on earth, and places them at 
His side. For it is a far higher thing to honor 
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than to love one, inasmuch as it comprehends 
not only love, but also modesty, humility, and 
deference as to a majesty there hidden, and re- 
quires not only that they be addressed kindly 
and with reverence, but, most of all, that both 
in heart and with the body we so act as to show 
that we esteem them very highly, and that, next 
to God, we regard them as the very highest. For 
one whom we are to honor from the heart we 
must truly regard as high and great. 

“We must, therefore, impress it upon the 
young that they should regard their parents as - 
in God’s stead, and remember that however low- 
ly, poor, frail, and queer they may be, neverthe- 
less they are father and mother given them by 
God. They are not to be deprived of their hon- 
or because of their conduct or their feelings. 
Therefore we are not to regard their persons, 
how they may be, but the will of God who has 
thus created and ordained. In other respects 
we are, indeed, all alike in the eyes of God: but 
among us there must necessarily be such inequal- 
ity and ordered difference, and therefore God 
commands it to be observed, that you obey me 
as your father, and that I have the supremacy. 

“Learn, therefore, first, what is the honor 
toward parents required by this commandment, 
to wit, that they be held in distinction and es- 
teem above all things, as the most precious treas- 
ure on earth. Furthermore, that also in our 
words we observe modesty toward them, do not 
accost them roughly, haughtily, and defiantly, 
but yield to them and be silent, even though they 
go too far. Thirdly, that we show them such 
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honor also by works, that is, with our body and 
possessions, that we serve them, help them, and 
provide for them when they are old, sick, infirm, 
or poor, and all that not only gladly, but with 
humility and reverence, as doing it before God. 
For he who knows how to regard them in his 
heart will not allow them to suffer want or 
hunger, but will place them above him, and at 
his side, and will share with them what ever he 
has and possesses. 

“Secondly, notice how great, good, and holy 
a work is here assigned children, which is, alas! 
utterly neglected and disregarded, and no one 
perceives that God has commanded it, or that it 
is a holy, divine Word and doctrine. For if it 
had been regarded as such, every one could have 
inferred that they must be holy men who live 
according to these words. Thus there would 
have been no need for inventing monasticism nor 
spiritual orders, but every child would have abid- 
ed by this commandment, and could have di- 
rected his conscience to God and said: ‘If 1 am 
to do good and holy works, I know of none bet- 
ter than to render all honor and obedience to my 
parents, because God Himself has commanded it. 
For what God commands must be much and far 
nobler than everything that we may devise our- 
selves; and since there is no higher or better 
teacher to be found than God, there can be no 
better doctrine, indeed, than He gives forth. 
Now, He teaches fully what we should do if we 
wish to perform truly good works; and by com- 
manding them He shows that they please Him. 
If, then, it is God who commands this, and who 
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knows not how to appoint anything better, I will 
never improve upon it.’ 

“Let us, therefore, learn at last, for God’s 
sake, that, placing all other things out of sight, 
our youths look first to this commandment, if 
they wish to serve God with truly good works, 
that they do what is pleasing to their fathers 
and mothers, or to those to whom they may be 
subject in their stead. For every child that 
knows and does this has, in the first place, this 
great consolation in his heart, that he can joy- 
fully say and boast (in spite of and against all 
who are occupied with works of their own 
choice) : ‘Behold, this work is well pleasing to 
my God in heaven, that I know for certain.’ Let 
them all come together with their many great, 
distressing, and difficult works and make their 
boast; we will see whether they can show one 
that is greater and nobler than obedience to fath- 
er and mother, to whom God has appointed and 
commanded obedience next to His own majesty; 
so that if God’s Word and will are in force and 
being accomplished, nothing shall be esteemed 
higher than the will and word of parents; yet 
so that it, too, is subordinated to obedience to- 
ward God and is not opposed to the preceding 
commandments. 

“Over and above all this, another great rea- 
son that should incite us the more to obedience 
to this commandment is that God attaches to 
this commandment a temporal promise and says: 
That thou mayest live long upon the land which 
the Lord, thy God, giveth thee. 

“Here you can see for yourself how much 


42 Luther on Education in the 


God is in earnest in respect to this command- 
ment, inasmuch as He not only declares that it 
is well pleasing to Him, and that He has joy and 
delight therein; but also that it shall be for our 
prosperity and promote our highest good; so 
that we may have a pleasant and agreeable life, 
furnished with every good thing. Therefore 
also St. Paul greatly emphasizes the same and 
rejoices in it when he says, Eph. 6,2.3: This is 
the first commandment with promise: That it 
may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long 
on the earth. For although the rest also have 
their promises contained in them, yet in none is 
it so plainly and explicitly stated.” The Large 
Catechism. St. Louis Edition, X, 50-55. Cone 
cordia Triglotta, 610-619. 

“God commands that children should honor 
their father and mother, and that parents should 
nourish, educate, and train their children; that 
a wife should love her husband and the man in 
turn should nourish and protect her, etc. All 
this God has said and it is His command. If 
now children honor their father and mother, 
they not only honor their parents, but they honor 
and serve God, who has commanded and enjoined 
that.” Sermon on Matt. 6,24-84. St. Louis Edi- 
tion, XIIIb, 2357. 

“It is a natural inclination if parents love 
their children and are grieved if matters go bad 
with them. . . .Again it is natural for children 
to love their parents and expect all good things 
from them. Thus it was the natural heart of 
Jacob to love this child (Joseph) most dearly, 
because he was from his real wife and begotten 
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in his old age.” Exposition of Gen. 387.. St. 
Louis Edition, Il, 551 f. 

“That in our days the children are commonly 
so disobedient and petulant against their par- 
ents is the result of their not hearing God’s 
Word, or, if they do hear it, of not learning or 
keeping it. Now if they once make a beginning, 
against the command of God, to despise father 
and mother, they do not confine themselves to 
this sin, but continue in wickedness, curse their 
parents and finally cause their death. Even if 
they do not strike them or strangle them with 
the hand, they are anxious to have them dead, 
or they lead such a shameful life that the par- 
ents grieve themselves to death over it.” Ser- 
mon on John 8, 46-59. St. Louis Edition, XIIIb, 
1732. 

“The first work is that we should honor our 
natural father and mother. This honoring does 
not consist merely in a respectful outward con- 
duct, but in actual obedience, in keeping their 
words and works before the eyes, regarding them 
highly and with proper attention, in acknowledg- 
ing the correctness of their contention, in keep- 
ing silence and enduring their conduct over 
against us, as long as it is not against the first 
three commandments, and in addition providing 
them with food, clothing, and home, if they are 
in need of them. For it is not for nothing that 
He says: Thou shalt honor them; He did not 
say: Thou shalt love them, although this also 
shall be the case. But honor is higher than 
plain love and includes a fear which combines. 
with love, and causes a person to have more: 
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dread of offending them than of punishment. 
Just as we honor a sanctuary with fear and yet 
do not flee from it as from a punishment, but 
approach more closely. A fear of this kind, 
mingled with love, is the right honor; the other 
fear without all love is directed against the 
things which we despise or shun, as one fears 
the hangman or punishment; there is no honor 
there, for it is fear without all love, yea, fear 
with hatred and enmity. Concerning this we 
have a proverb by St. Jerome: What we fear, 
that we also hate. It is not with this fear that 
God desires to be regarded nor wishes the par- 
ents to be honored, but with the former, which 
is mingled with love and confidence.” Sermon 
of Good Works, on the Second Table of the Law. 
St. Louis Edition, X, 1359 f. 

“The Fourth Commandment teaches honor 
and obedience of the parents. Here the promise 
of God should be diligently held before the eyes 
of the young people, where God promises in the 
Book of Exodus, chap. 20, 12: He who honors 
his parents shall have a long life, that is, it will 
be well with him throughout his life. But he 
who dishonors his parents and is disobedient to 
them, is to have misfortune, as Ham was cursed 
by his father Noah, Gen. 9, 25, for his father 
Noah said: Cursed be Canaan and a servant of 
servants among his brethren; as evil also came 
upon Absalom, who drove out his father, for 
Absalom’s head was finally caught in an oak, 
as we read in 2 Sam. 18, 9.” Instruction of the 
Visitors to the Pastors, of 1528 and 15388. St. 
Lowis Edition, X, 1642. 


CHAPTER V 


On the Proper Training of Children 
(Domestic Discipline) 

“Therefore I would be very glad (I say it 
again) if men would open their eyes and ears, 
and take this to heart, lest some time we may 
again be led astray from the pure Word of God 
to the lying vanities of the devil. Then, too, all 
would be well; for parents would have more joy, 
love, friendship, and concord in their houses; 
thus the children could captivate their parents’ 
hearts. On the other hand, when they are obsti- 
nate, and will not do what they ought until a 
rod is laid upon their back, they anger both God 
and their parents, whereby they deprive them- 
selves of this treasure and Joy of conscience, and 
lay up for themselves only misfortune. There- 
fore, aS every one complains, the course of the 
world now is such that both young and old are 
altogether dissolute and beyond control, have no 
reverence nor sense of honor, do nothing except 
as they are driven to it by blows, and perpetrate 
what wrong and detraction they can behind each 
other’s back; therefore God also punishes them, 
that they sink into all kinds of filth and misery.” 
The Large Catechism. The Fourth Command- 
ment. Concordia Triglotta, 615 f. 

“Therefore I advise and exhort as_ before 
that by means of warning and threatening, re- 
straint and punishment, the children be trained 
betimes to shun falsehood, and especially to 
avoid the use of God’s name in its support. For 
where they are allowed to do as they please, no 
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good will result, as is even now evident that the 
world is worse than it has ever been, and that 
there is no government, no obedience, no fidelity, 
no faith, but only daring, unbridled men, whom 
no teaching or reproof helps; all of which is 
God’s wrath and punishment for such wanton 
contempt of this commandment. On the other 
hand, they should be constantly urged and in- 
cited to honor God’s name, and to have it always 
upon their lips in everything that may happen 
to them or come to their notice. For that is the 
true honor of His name, to look to it and im- 
plore it for all consolation, so that (as we have 
heard above) first the heart by faith gives God 
the honor due Him, and afterwards the lips by 
confession. . . .Behold, thus we might train our 
youth in a childlike way and playfully in the fear 
and honor of God, so that the First and Second 
Commandments might be well observed and in 
constant practise. Then some good might take 
root, spring up and bear fruit, and men grow up 
whom an entire land might relish and enjoy. 
Moreover, this would be the true way to bring 
up children well as long as they can become 
trained with kindness and delight. For what 
must be enforced with rods and blows only will 
not develop into a good breed, and at best they 
will remain godly under such treatment no long- 
er than while the rod is upon their back. But 
this (manner of training) so spreads its roots 
in the heart that they fear God more than rods 
and clubs. This I say with such simplicity for 
the sake of the young, that it may penetrate 
their minds. For since we are preaching to chil- 
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dren, we must also prattle with them.” The 
Large Catechism. The Second Commandment. 
Concordia Triglotta, 599 ff. 

“Children should be properly instructed in . 
the fear of God; for if Christendom is again to 
gain strength, we must certainly begin with the . 
children, then it would be a fine thing. I should 
like it very well if we would begin in the cradle 
....But parents are concerned only about adorn- 
ing their children and cause them to be seen by 
the world. They prepare riches for them and 
hang a sack of gold around their necks until 
they can hardly walk. Nor do parents want 
their children to be reproved. For thus natural 
love always has its hands in the mire, .. .and 
therefore is not at all pleased to have children 
whipped. In things which pertain to God a 
father should forget that he is dealing with his 
own child.” Sermon on the State of Marriage. 
St. Louis Edition, X, 636 f. 

“Schoolmasters and parents also punish © 
their children with rods and blows, that they 
may develop into something good. As the Ger- 
man proverb reads: The dearer the child, the 
sharper the rod. And yet this is a procedure of 
the divine majesty, also of pious parents and 
teachers, who undoubtedly do not desire to have 
their children killed thereby. For this the cor- 
dial affection which they bear to them, as it is 
implanted in the parents by God, will not per- 
mit; but fatherly love and mercy demand it thus, 
namely that they must persist with blows and 
whippings with regard to the children, in order 
that they may become pious, although this can- 
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not be done without pain and anger.” Exposi- 
tion of Gen. 42, 6.7. St. Louis Edition, II, 1460 f. 

“The young and dainty Shechem must have 
received a mischievous and evil training, without 
the rod and discipline. Such young men are 
spoiled when their parents are too soft and over- 
look too many things in them. So they grow up 
in all kinds of sins and evil lusts, to which they 
adhere without any show of fear and dread. 
Therefore Solomon says in his Proverbs, chap. 
~ 29, 15: ‘The rod and reproof give wisdom; but a 
child left to himself bringeth his mother to 
shame.’ If a child is permitted to have his will 

. it follows that the father must bear the 
shame and the mother the disgrace.| That, then, 
is the punishment for not having brought up 
their child well. God demands that youth should 
be governed and be compelled with proper dis- 
cipline; for that age is very weak and inexperi- 
enced, and is concerned only about foolish, child- 
ish, and harmful things. Therefore it cannot 
govern itself, neither can it see what might be 
valuable and good for it. But on this account 
God has commissioned parents and schoolmas- 
ters, who should keep an eye on young people 
and govern them in their life and morals, that 
they may do what is proper in their station, and 
not transgress beyond that.” Hxposition of Gen. 
34, 1-3. St. Louis Edition, II, 864 f. 

“Parents do the same thing: When they 
have punished their disobedient children as they 
have deserved it, they then speak kindly to them 
again and, as it were, win them back once more. 
And such inconstancy is not only not to be re- 
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primanded, but it is praiseworthy; for it serves 
the children, so that, because of their fear of the 
rod, they do not become hostile to their parents. 
This solution is sufficient for me, for it incites 
to faith. He who has a better solution may offer 
it.” Exposition of Gen. 8, 21. St. Louis Ed., I, 577. 

“For thus children are to be dealt with, not 
that they fear their parents, but that they know 
they insult God if they do not fear their parents. 
For so they will not become discouraged, because, 
if they have learned not to fear their parents 
but in the fear of God, they later, both in ad- 
versities and in prosperity, will not for any fear 
or love depart from God. But that it is a sacri- 
fice well-pleasing to God if children are so in- 
structed, is evident from the Book of Genesis 
(chap. 18, 17-19), where the Lord could not hide 
from Abraham what He intended to do. On 
this account alone He says: ‘For I know that he 
will teach his children that they should fear the 
Lord.’ Note his statement that the punishment 
of the Lord upon Sodom would serve in the hands 
of Abraham that his thildren might be instruct- 
ed and stand in the proper fear. In the same 
way Jonadab, the father of the Rechabites, is 
gloriously praised and blessed in his children 
(Jer. 35, 19), because he had reared them to be 
pious and godly in the fear of the Lord. Thus 
also Tobias and the wife of Jehoiakim, Susan- 
nah, were brought up. On the other hand we 
see, 1 Sam. 3, 18, what Eli deserved by negiect- 
ing his children.” The Ten Commandments 
Preached to the People of Wittenberg. St. Louis 
Edition, III, 1228. 


D0 Luther on Education in the 


“Therefore Paul also reminds us that chil- 
dren are to be punished in such a way as not to 
be discouraged (Col. 3, 21), that is, that they 
become estranged from the parents; and parents 
who make use of the proper restraint will com- 
monly add pleasant words and small presents to 
the rod, so as to prove their love, lest the chil- 
dren, in feeling the blows, do not get the idea 
that there is no more room for forgiveness.” 
Exposition of Psalm 126, 5. St. Louis Edition, 
IV, 1910. 

“It is not the will of God that the king and 
his subjects, parents and children, master and 
servants, generals and privates, have the same 
powers. Hence He commands the children that 
they should honor their parents, that is, that 
they should be obedient to their command; He 
does not give the children power to rule over 
their parents, yea, He commands that parents 
are to restrain the mischief of children, even by 
force. Therefore parents are not only permitted 
to become angry if the children do not do their 
duty, but even to lay hands on them and to im- 
~ prove them with blows. And still they do not 
thereby transgress the Fifth Commandment, but 
conduct themselves according to their calling, 
and they would be disobedient to God if they 
acted differently, as the Lord says of Eli, 1 Sam. 
3, 18: ‘I will judge his house forever for the 
iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons 
made themselves vile, and he restrained them 
not.’” Exposition of Hosea 9, 14. St. Louis Edi- 
tion, VI, 1278. 
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“Just as it is evidence of a merciful disposi- 
tion not to permit the youngsters to have their 
own will, a stage which may be attained only 
with threatening and whipping; it still costs 
enough labor and work to restrain and to curb 
the evil, even if we punish severely. Now if pun- 
ishment were to be entirely set aside and mercy 
put into office, the whole country would become 
filled with scoundrels and the world become a 
den of robbers. .. .Again, it is a great lack of 
mercy, yea, a horrible murder, if a father per- 
mits his child to go unpunished; for that is 
equivalent to his strangling it with his hands. 
Therefore Solomon says, Prov. 23, 13.14: ‘With- 
hold not correction from the child; for if thou 
beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou 
beatest him with the rod, and shalt deliver his 
soul from hell,’ that is, he will not die as a re- 
sult of your whipping, but you give him life and 
save his life with the rod; for if you do not chas- 
tize him, then the hangman will so punish him 
that he will die. As though he would say: If 
you do not punish your son with the rod, by 
which he may retain his life, then you are a mur- 
derer; for you do your share to make your child 
a scoundrel, and the hangman must punish him 
with a deadly rod. Therefore do you quickly 
take the rod in your hand, and punish with all 
speed, when it is necessary, in order that he may 
escape the deadly rod; thus you perform a noble 
work of mercy upon him, whereas you otherwise, 
if you permit him to have his own will, would 
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become a murderer of your child.” From a Ser- 
mon on the Fourth Sunday after Trinity, on Luke 
6, 36-42. St. Louis Edition, XI, 1293 f. 

“The other point is that we should not only 
gladly minister to the young, but we should also 
not offend them, neither by words nor by deeds, 
in order that they may not be misled, but trained. 
for the best purpose: that they learn to pray, to 
be chaste, temperate, obedient, faithful, quiet, 
and truthful, not curse, not scold, not be inde- 
cent in words or behavior, and, to summarize, 
that they do not become carnal, coarse, ill-bred,. 
wild, dissolute people. For this will soon hap- 
pen, if we do not curb by diligent training. For 
. this we learn by experience that young folks are 
like tinder, which catches fire very easily, and. 
this is an evil and offensive condition. There- 
fore it requires an exceptional diligence to pay 
attention to both the children and their angels: 
to the angels lest they be grieved, to the chil- 
dren, lest they be offended. ...Therefore we 
should be more cautious and prudent with the 
young people, not speak or do all that we say 
or do otherwise. The heathen have well said: 
Youth must be regarded with the greatest rever-. 
ence and honor. But Christ here preaches a still 
different thing, namely when we receive young 
children and minister to them, this pleases Him. 
as much as if we carry Him in our arms in per- 
son, as the Virgin Mary carried Him. But how 
many are there, who do this?” Sermon on St. 
Michael’s Day, from Matt. 18, 1-10. St. Louis 
Edition, XIIIb, 2778 f. 
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“My dear fellow, if you have a child that is 
fit for learning, you are not at liberty to bring 
it up as you please, nor is it a matter of your 
discretion to deal with it as you choose, but you 
are to mark that you owe it to God to. further 
His two forms of rule and to serve Him therein. 
God is in need of a pastor, preacher, schoolmas- 
ter in His spiritual kingdom... Now you are in a 
position to give it to Him and you refuse to do 
so: behold, you thereby do not rob a poor man 
of his coat, but you snatch many thousand souls 
out of the kingdom of God and thrust them into 
hell, so far as you are concerned, for you take 
away the person who might be capable of help- 
ing such souls. .. .Thus also in temporal govern- 
ment you can serve your lord or your city more 
with the training of your children than by build- 
ing castles and cities and by collecting the treas- 
ures of the whole world. For what is the use 
of all this if we do not have learned, wise, pious 
people. Not to mention the temporal benefit and 
the eternal reward which you have before God 
and the world, that your child in this manner 
can make a better living than according to your 
shameful and evil counsel and plan.” In the 
Preface to Menius’ Book on Christian House- 
keeping. St. Louis Edition, XIV, 292 f. 

“When children are wicked and cause dam- 
age and grief, they should be punished, espec- 
ially when they learn to make clever trades and 
to steal. And yet it is necessary to observe 
moderation and restraint, for matters which are 
purely childish, such as pilfering cherries, ap- 
ples, pears, nuts, are not to be punished in the 
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same degree as when they would lay hands on 
gold, clothing, and money-chests: then the time 
has come to punish very earnestly. My parents 
brought me up very strictly, so that I became 
very shy. My mother once whipped me on ac- 
count of a miserable nut so that the blood flowed; 
and their excessive seriousness and strict manner 
of living, which they caused me to follow, caused 
me afterward to run into the monastery and be- 
come a monk; but they had the best of inten- 
tions. But they could not distinguish the atti- 
tudes of mind, according to which punishments 
are to be tempered. It follows that one should 
punish so that the apple is close to the rod. It 
is a miserable thing if children have a grudge 
against their parents because of harsh punish- 
ments, or when pupils become the enemies of 
their teachers. For many clumsy schoolmasters 
spoil fine minds with their blustering, storming, 
whipping, and beating, when they do not deal 
otherwise with their children than an execu- 
tioner or jailer deals with a thief. . ..I was once 
whipped in school fifteen times after another, 
and that before noon: Every kind of govern- 
ment is bound to observe the difference in the 
minds; children must be whipped and punished, 
and yet we are to love them; as St. Paul also 
commands the Colossians, chap. 3, 21: ‘Fathers, 
provoke not your children to anger, lest they be 
discouraged’; and to the Ephesians he writes, 
chap. 6, 4: ‘Ye fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.’” Table Talk. St. 
Louis Edition, XXII, 1194. 


CHAPTER VI 


On the Difficulties and Mistakes of 
Domestic Training 


“This married folks should know, that they 
cannot produce a better work or profit to God, 
to Christendom, to the whole world, to them- 
selves, and to their children than if they bring 
up their children well. There is no value in pil- 
grimages to Rome, to Jerusalem, to St. James; 
there is no value in building churches, establish- 
ing masses, or whatever works might be men- 
tioned, in comparison with this one work, that 
married folks bring up their children. For this 
is the most direct road to heaven, and they can- 
not attain to heaven sooner and better than with 
this work. It is also a work peculiar to them; 
and if they are not diligent in performing it, this 
is just as perverse as when fire does not burn, 
water does not moisten. And again, hell is not 
more easily earned than in dealing with one’s 
own children, nor can parents commit a more 
harmful thing than to neglect their children, per- 
mitting them to curse, swear, learn shameful 
words and songs, and to live according to their 
own desire. And some even incite them with 
excessive ornament and furtherance in things of 
this world, that they may but please the world, 
rise high, and become rich; are constantly more 
concerned about taking care of the body than 
about caring for the soul. There is also no 
greater harm to Christendom than the neglect 
of children. For, if we are to be of assistance 
to Christendom, we must certainly begin with 
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the children, as was done formerly.” Sermon of 
the Married Estate, of 1519. St. Louis Edition, 
xX, 6438. 

“There is still another dishonor to parents, 
much more dangerous and subtle than the first, 
which adorns itself and wants to be regarded 
as a true honor; that is this, when the child 
wants its own way, and the parents for carnal 
love yield to the notion. Here there is honor, 
here there is love, and it is a precious thing on 
all sides, pleases father and mother well; and, 
on the other hand, pleases the child well. This 
plague is so common that the examples of the 
first dishonor are very seldom seen. And all 
this is the result of the fact that the parents, 
deluded as they are, do not acknowledge or honor 
God in the first three commandments; hence 
they are not able to see, either, what the chil- 
dren are lacking, and how they should teach and 
educate them. Therefore parents train them 
only for worldly honors, delight, and goods, that 
they only please men and so rise high. This 
pleases the children, and they are gladly obedi- 
ent, without any objections. . . .Oh how danger- 
ous it is to be father and mother, where only 
flesh and blood rule; for truly, it depends upon 
this commandment that the first three and the 
last six are understood and kept, since the par- 
ents are commanded to teach this to their chil- 
dren.” Sermon on Good Works. The Fourth 
Commandment. St. Louis Edition, X, 13860. 

“Just as this carefulness of parents is cer- 
tainly followed by blessings, since children, rear- 
ed in the fear of God, are in truth, as Solomon 
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says, Prov. 10, 1, the joy of their parents and 
a crown of the parents, Prov. 17, 6, so it also 
follows of necessity, where parents discard this 
care and do not only neglect to instruct their 
own toward true piety, but also corrupt them by 
offenses, that the wrath of God and the curse 
of every kind comes upon both parents and chil- 
dren, according to the verse (Prov. 19, 13): ‘A 
foolish son is the calamity of his father.’. . .But 
pious teachers must admonish parents frequent- 
ly in public sermons, that they show this care 
‘for discipline in the home, and they must stimu- 
late them by promises as well as by threats, 
also by examples and verses of Holy Writ, in 
order that they may not neglect their office in 
this respect. For that is truly a nursery of 
piety and the mainspring of discipline, if young 
people are in this manner faithfully instructed 
by their parents at home.” Exposition of Joel 
1, 2-4. St. Lowis Edition, VI, 1499 f. 

“Here it would be necessary to point out 
that we bring up our children so badly that it 
is a pity, for there is neither honor nor disci- 
pline: parents permit children to follow their 
own way, do not keep them in fear; mothers do 
not attend to their daughters, let them have 
their way, do not reprove them, teach them to 
live neither chastely nor modestly. “The conse- 
quence is that there is an ill-bred and wild group 
among us Germans and Christians, such as one 
can hardly find elsewhere in the world. This is 
all due to the fact that we are not properly train- 
ed in our youth. We give much greater diligence 
to all other things than to the training of chil- 
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dren. To this princes and lords, mayors and 
the government pay no attention; it is really 
their duty to provide for and to arrange for a 
government exercising competent restraint; but 
there are deficiencies on all sides: may God 
change matters for the better. My opinion is 
that God shows such lack of mercy against us 
for no other reason but that our youth is so neg- 
lected and that the children are not brought up 
in chastity and honesty; for as we want people 
to be, so we must train them in their youth. 
That Christendom is now in such evil straits is 
all due to the fact that no one pays attention to 
the youth; and if things are to take a turn for 
the better, the beginning must certainly be made 
with the children.” Sermon on Luke 1, 39-56. 
St. Louis Edition, XI, 2324 f. 

“Ror a boy who is under his schoolmaster 
may not do what he desires, but he must, for 
fear of the rod, do what his master desires, and 
one does not know his capabilities, since his mas- 
ter directs his actions. But if he were free, one 
might mark his capabilities, for then he would 
show his true nature and perform his own works. 
Therefore the works, which he does under direc- 
tion and restraint, are not truly his own works, 
but rather those of his schoolmaster, who urges 
and forces him to perform them. For if the 
schoolmaster were not directing him, he would 
do none of these works, but the very opposite 
... 2.n this boy we see two things: first, that 
by this fear and restraint of his schoolmaster he 
is held back from many an evil work which he 
might otherwise do, whereby he might become 
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addicted to an unrestrained, evil life and a sav- 
age disposition; the other, that in his heart he 
conceives a greater hatred against the school- 
master, who opposes his will. And the situa- 
tion with him is this: The more definitely evil 
is outwardly prohibited, the more unwilling he 
grows in his heart against him who prohibits. 
And his entire character is in the balance, so 
that sin, in the measure in which it decreases 
outwardly, in that same measure increases in- 
wardly: one of the scales goes up, the other 
down. This also experience teaches us, that 
boys who are trained with the greatest restraint, 
if once they gain their freedom, become much 
worse than those who have not been brought up 
quite so strictly. For the old evil nature of 
man cannot be helped with commands and pun- 
ishments; it is necessary to do more.” Sermon 
on Gal. 8, 28-29. St. Louis Edition, XII, 246. 
“Such office of reproving is a work of di- 
vine and Christian love. For this God has com- 
mitted also to the station of father and mother, 
although the highest love toward their children 
is implanted by God into their nature; and yet, 
if they are pious parents and truly love their 
children, they may not laugh and let things go 
if they see their children’s disobedience, but pun- 
ish both with words and sharp rods. These are 
blows of the (parental) office and strokes of 
love, which we owe our children, which God has 
commanded; and in addition ‘they are not harm- 
ful, but useful, as Solomon says, Prov. 13, 24: 
‘He that spareth his rod, hateth his son: but he 
that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.’ And 


60 Luther on Education in the 


Jesus Sirach, chap. 30, 1: ‘He who loves his 
child, always holds it under the rod, in order that 
he may afterward have joy of him.’”’ Sermon on 
First Peter 2, 20-25. St. Louis Edition, XII, 554. 

“Now St. Luke concludes the gospel and 
says: He went down with them to Nazareth and 
was subject to them. So this Child, who for the 
sake of His Father in heaven had withdrawn 
from His mother, again becomes obedient to His 
mother, and to Joseph, although He did not 
owe it to them. As Luke states in a very fine 
way: ‘He was subject unto them.’ As though 
he would say: He did it out of His own free will, 
not of necessity; for He was God, and the Lord 
of Mary and Joseph. But that He was obedi- 
ent to them, that He did, not for the sake of 
father and mother, but for the sake of the ex- 
ample. For we should so understand it that the 
Child Jesus did everything in the home that He 
was ordered to do, picked up shavings, fetched 
food and water, and did not let this annoy Him. 
This example young people should diligently 
note, namely that the Lord, who is the Lord of 
us all, performed this in His childhood, and He 
was not vexed at anything that He was told to 
do, although they were small, plain, and insig- 
nificant things: in order that they may learn to 
do likewise, and follow such obedience and humil- 
ity. For that is well-pleasing to God, and it is 
the sense of the Fourth Commandment that He 
requires of all children, that they should be obe- 
dient to their parents and willing to serve them.” 
Sermon on Luke 2, 41-52. St. Louis Edition, 
XIII, 151. 


CHAPTER VII 
On the Teaching of Religion 


“As the best and most useful teachers, how- 
ever, and as the paragons we should regard those 
who are able to teach the Catechism well, that 
is, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Creed; those are rare birds. For in their 
case it is not great glory or splendor, but they 
contain great value, and are themselves the most 
necessary preaching, because in them is contained 
in brief the entire Scripture, and there is no gos- 
pel in which one could not teach these things if 
one should but care to, and would take it upon 
himself to teach the common, poor man. For 
the common people must be constantly drilled 
in these brief forms, as the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Ten Commandments, and the Creed, and one 
must follow this up by emphasizing and urging 
it in all gospels and sermons; and still, sorry to 
say, they learn little enough of these things, and, 
as St. Paul says (2 Tim. 4, 4), they turn from 
the truth to fables.”” Introduction to the Proph- 
et Zechariah. St. Louis Edition, XIV, 1771. 

“Very well, in God’s name: In the German 
service we need, first of all, a rude, plain, simple, 
good Catechism. But Catechism means an. in- 
struction whereby one teach and instruct the 
heathen who desire to become Christians, what 
they are to believe, do, leave undone, and know 
in Christendom, whence the young boys who 
were accepted for such instruction and learned 
what they should believe, before they were bap- 
tized, were called catechumens. This teaching 
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or instruction I do not know how to put into 
simpler or better form than it has been put from 
the beginning of the Christian Church and re- 
mained till now, namely these three parts: The 
Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s 
Prayer. In these three parts everything is con- 
tained, in a simple and short form, practically 
all that a Christian needs to know. 

“Now this instruction must be done in this 
manner, as long as one has no separate congre- 
gation, that these parts be preached from the 
pulpit at stated times or daily, if need require, 
and that it be recited and read at home in the 
houses in the morning and in the evening before 
the children and servants whom we desire to 
make Christians. Not only so that they learn 
to recite the words from memory, as has_ been 
done heretofore, but ask questions concerning 
one point after the other, what every one means 
and whether they understand it. If one cannot 
ask everything at once, then take one part one 
day, another the next. For if parents or those 
in charge of the young do not care to have this 
trouble with the young folks themselves or oth- 
ers, the Catechism will never be established, un- 
less a separate congregation be established, as 
said above. 

“The questions should be put to the children 
thus: ‘What do you pray?’ Answer: The Lord’s 
Prayer. ‘What does it mean that you say: Our 
Father in heaven?’ Answer: That God is not 
an earthly, but a heavenly Father, who wants to 
make us rich and blessed in His heaven. ‘What 
does it mean, Hallowed by Thy name?’ Answer: 
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That we should honor His name and guard it, 
lest it be dishonored. ‘How, then, is it dishon- 
ored and desecrated?’ Answer: If we, who 
should be His children, live wickedly, teach and 
believe falsely. And so forth, what is the mean- 
ing of God’s kingdom, how it comes to us, what 
is meant by the will of God, by daily bread, etc. 

“Thus also in the Creed. ‘What do you be- 
lieve?’ Answer: I believe in God the Father, 
etc. Thereafter from one point to the next, as 
time permits, one or two at a time. Thus: ‘What 
does it mean, to believe in God, the Father Al- 
mighty?’ Answer: It means that the heart trusts 
in Him entirely and expects all grace, favor, help, 
and comfort from Him, here in time and also in 
eternity. ‘What does it mean, to believe in Jesus 
Christ, His Son?’ Answer: It means that the 
heart believes we should be lost forever, if Christ 
had not died for us, etc. 

“In the Ten Commandments also one must 
ask what the first, the second, the third, and 
the other commandments mean. Such questions 
may be taken from our little prayer book, where 
the three parts are briefly explained, or else 
provide understanding into two parts in the 
heart, like two sacks, which are: Faith and love. 

“The sack of faith should have two small 
bags. Into the first bag place the morsel that 
we believe we are altogether corrupted by the 
sin of Adam, are sinners and condemned. Rom. 
5, 2; Ps. 51, 7. Into the second place the mor- 
sel that we, through Jesus Christ, are redeemed 
from such corrupt, sinful, damnable condition. 
Rom. 5, 18; John 3,16. The sack of love should 
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also have two little bags; into the one place this 
morsel that we serve and do well to all men, as 
Christ did, Rom. 13, 8; into the other place this 
morsel that we should gladly suffer and endure 
all manner of evil. 1 John 3, 16. 

“If a child now begins to comprehend this, 
it should be accustomed to bring along from the 
sermon verses of Scripture and to recite them 
to the parents during a meal, at table, just as it 
was formerly the custom to recite the Latin; 
and the verses are to be placed into the sacks 
and little bags, as one places pennies and other 
money into the pocket. For example, the sack 
of faith is the golden sack; into the first sack 
let us put this verse, Rom. 5, 12: ‘By one man’s 
sin all have become sinners and are condemned’; 
and Ps. 51, 7 (5): ‘Behold, I was shapen in iniq- 
uity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.’ Here 
we have two Rhenish guilders for the little bag. 
Into the other little bag go the Hungarian guild- 
ers, like this verse, Rom. 4, 25: ‘Christ died for 
our sins and was raised for our justification’; 
and again, John 1, 29: ‘Behold the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world.’ That 
would make two Hungarian guilders to put into 
the little bag. 

“Let the sack of love be the silver sack. In- 
to the first little bag we place the verses on do- 
ing good, as Gal. 5, 13: ‘Serve one another in 
love.’ Matt. 25, 40: ‘What you do to one of these 
least ones, that you do to Me.’ That would be 
two silver guilders in the little bag. Into the 
other little bag goes the verse, Matt. 5, 11: 
‘Blessed are you, if you are persecuted for My 
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sake.’ Heb. 12, 6: ‘Whom the Lord loveth, He 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth.’ Those are two Saxon guilders in the 
little bag. : 

“And let no one consider himself too sophis- 
ticated, and despise such child’s play. When 
Christ wanted to train men, He had to become 
aman. If we are to train children, we must 
also become children with them. Would to God 
that such child’s play would be practised well, 
for then we would, in a short time, see a great 
store of Christian people, and souls rich in the 
Scripture and in the knowledge of God would 
develop, (until they would themselves multiply 
these little bags, as proof texts, and include the 
entire Scripture therein.) Otherwise folks go 
to attend a sermon and go away again, as they 
went in the first place; for the opinion seems to 
prevail that the only thing that counts is the 
time spent in hearing, and no one thinks of learn- 
ing or remembering anything. Thus many a 
person hears preaching three and four years, 
and still does not learn how to give an answer 
on one point of faith, as I daily experience suffi- 
ciently. There is enough written in books; but 
it has not as yet been driven into the hearts.” 
German Mass and Order of Divine Service. St. 
Louis Edition, X, 230 ff. 

“Above all things, both in elementary and 
higher schools, the principal and the most com- 
mon lesson should be the Holy Scripture and the 
Gospel for the young boys. And would to God 
that every city would also have a school for girls, 
wherein the girls might hear the Gospel every 
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day for an hour, whether it be in German or in 
Latin. Truly the schools, cloisters for men and 
for women, were originally established with a 
perfectly laudable, Christian intention, as we 
read of St. Agnes and other saints more; there 
holy virgins and martyrs were trained, and 
things stood well in Christendom; but now it has 
developed into nothing more than praying and 
singing. Should not every Christian person by 
his ninth or tenth year know the entire holy Gos- 
pel, in which his name and life is contained? 
Why, a spinner or a seamstress teaches her 
daughter the craft in her early years; but now 
even learned prelates and bishops themselves do 
not know the Gospel. 

“Oh how unfairly we deal with the poor 
young group, which is entrusted to us to govern 
and to instruct! And we must give a severe 
account because we do not present the Word otf 
God to them! it happens to them, as Jeremiah 
says, Lam. 2, 11.12: ‘Mine eyes do fail with tears, 
My bowels are troubled, My liver is poured upon 
the earth, for the destruction of the daughter of 
My people: because the children and the suck- 
lings swoon in the streets of the city. They say 
to their mothers, Where is corn and wine? when 
they swooned as the wounded in the streets of 
the city, when their soul was poured out into 
their mother’s bosom.’ This miserable lamenta- 
tion we do not see, just as even now the young 
folks pine away and are miserably ruined in the 
midst of Christendom on account of the infirmity 
of the Gospel, which one should always urge 
and keep in practise. 
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“We should also, where the higher schools 
were diligent in the Holy Scripture, not send 
every one there, as is now done, since the con- 
cern is only about the great multitude, and every 
one wants to have his doctor’s degree; but only 
the most skilled, well trained beforehand in the 
lower schools, and some prince or councilor of 
the city should pay attention to this matter and 
admit but those most fit. But where the Holy 
Scripture does not rule, there I most assuredly 
advise no one to place his child. Everything 
must become corrupt that is not, without inter- 
mission, engaged in the study of the Word of 
God.” To the Christian Nobility of the German 
Nation. St. Louis Edition, X, 340 f. 

“We have no slight reasons for treating the 
Catechism so constantly (in sermons) and for 
both desiring and beseeching others to teach it, 
Since we see to our sorrow that many pastors 
and preachers are very negligent in this, and 
slight both their office and this teaching; some 
from great and high art (giving their mind, as 
they imagine, to much higher matters), but oth- 
ers from sheer laziness and care for their 
paunches, assuming no other relation to this busi- 
ness than if they were pastors and preachers for 
their bellies’ sake, and had nothing to do but to 
(spend and) consume their emoluments as long 
as they live, as they have been accustomed to do 
under the Papacy. 

But for myself I say this: I am also a doc- 
tor and preacher, yea, as learned and experienced 
as all those may be who have such presumption 
and security; yet I do as a child who is being 
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taught the Catechism, and every morning and 
whenever I have time, I read and say, word for 
word, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Psalms, etc. And I must still 
read and study daily, and yet I cannot master 
it as I wish, but must remain a child and pupil 
of the Catechism, and am glad so to remain. 
And yet these delicate, fastidious fellows would 
with one reading promptly be doctors above all 
doctors, know everything and be in need of noth- 
ing. Well, this, too, is indeed a sure sign that 
they despise both their office and the souls of 
the people, yea, even God and His Word. They 
do not have to fall, they are already fallen all 
too horribly; they would need to become chil- 
dren, and begin to learn their alphabet, which 
they imagine that they have long since outgrown. 

“Therefore I beg such lazy paunches or pre- 
sumptuous saints to be persuaded and believe for 
God’s sake that they are verily, verily! not so 
learned or such great doctors as they imagine; 
and never to presume that they have finished 
learning this (the parts of the Catechism), or 
know it well enough in all points, even though 
they think that they know it ever so well. For 
though they should know and understand it 
perfectly (which, however, is impossible in this 
life), yet there are manifold benefits and fruits 
still to be obtained, if it be daily read and prac- 
tised in thought and speech; namely, that the 
Holy Ghost is present in such reading and repeti- 
tion and meditation, and bestows ever new and 
more light and devoutness, so that it is daily re- 
lished and appreciated better, as Christ promises, 
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Matt. 18, 20: Where two or three are gathered 
together in My name, there am I in the midst of 
them. | 
“And what else are such supercilious, pre- 
sumptuous saints, who are unwilling to read and 
study the Catechism daily, doing than esteem- 
ing themselves much more learned than God 
Himself with all His saints, angels, (patriarchs), 
prophets, apostles, and all Christians? For in- 
asmuch as God Himself is not ashamed to teach 
these things daily, as knowing nothing better to 
teach, and always keeps teaching the same thing, 
and does not take up anything new or different, 
and all the saints know nothing better or differ- 
ent to learn, and cannot finish learning this, are 
we not the finest of all fellows to imagine, if we 
have once read or heard it, that we know it all, 
and have no further need to read and learn, but 
can finish learning in one hour what God Him- 
seld cannot finish teaching, although He is en- 
gaged in teaching it from the beginning to the 
end of the world, and all prophets, together with 
all saints, have been occupied with learning it, 
and have ever remained pupils, and must con- 
tinue to be such? 

“For it must needs be that whoever knows 
the Ten Commandments perfectly must know all 
the Scriptures, so that, in all affairs and cases, 
he can advise, help, comfort, judge, and decide 
both spiritual and temporal matters, and is quali- 
fied to sit in judgment upon all doctrines, es- 
tates, spirits, laws, and whatever else is in the 
world. And what, indeed, is the entire Psalter 
but thoughts and exercises upon the First Com- 
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mandment? Now I know of a truth that such 
lazy paunches and presumptuous spirits do not 
understand a single psalm, much less the entire 
Holy Scriptures; and yet they pretend to know 
and despise the Catechism, which is a compend 
and brief summary of all the Holy Scriptures. 

“This sermon is designed and undertaken 
that it might be an instruction for children and 
the simple-minded. Hence of old it was called 
in Greek Catechism, i.e., instruction for children, 
what every Christian must needs know, so that 
he who does not know this could not be num- 
bered with the Christians nor be admitted to any 
Sacrament, just as a mechanic who does not un- 
derstand the rules and customs of his trade is 
expelled and considered incapable. Therefore we 
must have the young learn the parts which be- 
long to the Catechism or instruction for the chil- 
dren well and fluently and diligently exercise 
themselves in them and keep them occupied with 
them. 

“Therefore it is the duty of every father of 
a family to question and examine his children 
and servants at least once a week and to ascer- 
tain what they know of it, or are learning, and 
if they do not know it, to keep them faithfully 
at it. For I well remember the time, indeed, 
even now it is a daily occurrence that one finds 
rude, old persons who know nothing of these 
things, and who, nevertheless, go to Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, and use everything belonging 
to Christians, notwithstanding that those who 
come to the Lord’s Supper ought to know more 
and have a fuller understanding of all Christian 
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doctrine than children and new scholars. How- 
ever, for the common people we are satisfied with 
the three parts, which have remained in Christen- 
dom from of old, though little of it has been 
taught and treated correctly until both young 
and old, who are called and wish to be Chris- 
tians, are well trained in them and familiar with 
them.” Preface to the Large Catechism. St. 
Louis Edition, X, 24 ff. Concordia Triglotta, 
566 ff. Cp. The Introduction to the Small Cate- 
chism. 


CHAPTER VIII 


On Teaching the Bible Languages 
and the Secular Branches 


“This would please me well, that the books 
of Aristotle on Logica, Rhetorica, and Poetica 
be retained, or, offered in an abbreviated form, 
be read with profit, in order to train young peo- 
ple to speak and preach well. . . .But now neither 
speaking nor preaching is taught on the basis 
of them, and the whole thing has become a dis- 
putation and empty talk. In addition to that we 
should then have the languages, Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew, the mathematical sciences, and his- 
tories, all of which I commend to men who are 
more expert, and all this would come about if 
we should seriously strive for a reformation; 
and surely much depends thereupon. For here 
our Christian youth and our noble people, in 
whose midst Christendom remains, is to be in- 
structed and prepared. For which reason I be- 
lieve that no better work may be done on the 
part of the pope and the emperor than a thor- 
ough reform of the universities; and again, no 
more devilish or wicked thing than universities 
unreformed.” To the Christian Nobility of the 
German Nation. St. Louis, Edition, X, 337. 

“Such promising children should be instruct- 
ed, especially the children of the poor; for this 
purpose the revenues of endowments and mon- 
asteries were provided. But also the boys that 
are less promising should learn at least to under- 
stand, read, and write Latin. For we need not 
only learned doctors and masters in the Scrip- 


Christian Home and School 13 


tures, but also ordinary pastors, who may teach 
the Gospel and the Catechism to the young and 
ignorant, baptize, administer the Lord’s Supper, 
etc. If they are not capable of contending with 
heretics, it does not matter. For in a good build- 
ing we need both large and small timber; and in 
like manner we must have sextons and others to 
aid the minister and further the Word of God. 

“And if such a boy who has learned Latin 
afterwards works at a trade, you will have him 
in reserve, to labor as a pastor in case of need; 
and such knowledge will not interfere with his 
gaining a livelihood and will enable him to gov- 
ern his house all the better. And especially in 
our times it is easy to educate such persons as 
may learn the Gospel and the Catechism, be- 
cause not only the Holy Scriptures, but also 
every other kind of learning is now within reach, 
with so many books and so much reading and 
preaching (God be thanked!) that a man at pres- 
ent can learn more in three years than formerly 
in twenty; even women and children can now 
learn more of God and Christ from German books 
and sermons (I speak the truth) than was for- 
merly known by the universities, priests, monks, 
the whole papacy, and the entire world. But 
even the ordinary pastor and preacher must be 
acquainted with Latin, which he can no more 
dispense with than the learned can dispense with 
Greek and Hebrew, as St. Augustine says, and 
ecclesiastical law itself establishes.” Sermon on 
the Duty of Sending Children to School. St. 
Louis Edition, X, 434 f. Painter, Luther on 
Education, 235 f. 
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“But, you say again, if we shall and must 
have schools, what is the use to teach Latin, 
Greek, Hebrew, and the other liberal arts? Is 
it not enough to teach the Scriptures, which are 
necessary to salvation, in the mother tongue? 
....The languages and other liberal arts, which 
are not only harmless, but even a greater orna- 
ment, benefit, and honor than these things, both 
for understanding the Holy Scriptures and carry- 
ing on the civil government, we are disposed to 
despise; and the foreign articles which are neith- 
er necessary nor useful, and which besides great- 
ly impoverish us, we are unwilling to dispense 
With 2.0 

“Indeed, if the languages were not of prac- 
tical benefit, we ought still feel an interest in 
them as a wonderful gift of God, with which He 
has now blessed Germany almost beyond all oth- 
er lands. . . .Therefore, my beloved countrymen, 
let us open our eyes, thank God for this precious 
treasure, and take pains to preserve it, and to 
frustrate the design of Satan. For we cannot 
deny that, although the Gospel has come and 
daily comes through the Holy Spirit, it has come 
by means of the languages, and through them 
must increase and be preserved. For when God 
wished through the apostles to spread the Gos- 
pel abroad in all the world, He gave the lan- 
guages for that purpose; and by means of the 
Roman Empire He made Latin and Greek the 
language of many lands, that His Gospel might 
speedily bear fruit far and wide. He has done 
the same now. For a time no one understood 
why God had revived the study of the languages; 
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but now we see that it was for the sake of the 
Gospel, which He wished to bring to light and 
thereby expose and destroy the reign of Anti- 
enrist. .. . 

“In the same measure that the Gospel is 
dear to us, should we zealously cherish the lan- 
guages. For God had a purpose in giving the 
Scriptures in only two languages, the Old Testa- 
ment in the Hebrew, and the New Testament in 
the Greek. What God did not despise, but chose 
before all others for His Word, we should like- 
wise esteem above all others. .. .And let this be 
kept in mind, that we will not preserve the Gos- 
pel without the languages. The languages are 
the scabbard in which the Word of God is 
sheathed; they are the casket in which this 
jewel is enshrined; the cask in which this wine 
is kept; the chamber in which this food is stored. 
And, to borrow a figure from the gospel itself, 
they are the baskets in which this bread, and 
fish, and fragments are preserved. If through 
neglect we lose the languages (which may God 
forbid), we will not only lose the Gospel, but 
will finally come to pass that we will lose also 
the ability to speak and write either Latin or 
German. .. 

“The apostles considered it necessary to em- 
body the New Testament in the Greek language, 
in order, no doubt, that it might be securely pre- 
served unto us as in a sacred shrine. For they 
foresaw what has since taken place, namely, that 
when the divine revelation is left to oral tradi- 
tion, much disorder and confusion arise from con-. 
flicting opinions and doctrines. And there would 
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be no way to prevent this evil and to protect the 
simple-minded, if the New Testament was not 
definitely recorded in writing. Therefore it is 
evident that where the languages are net pre- 
served, there the Gospel will become corrupted 
.. . .n a word, since the Holy Ghost, who does 
nothing foolish or useless, has often bestowed 
the gift of tongues, it is our evident duty earn- 
estly to cultivate the languages, now that God 
has restored them to the world through the re- 
vival of learning. 

“A library should contain the Holy Scrip- 
tures in Latin, Greek, Hebrew, German, and oth- 
er languages. Then the best and most ancient 
commentators in Greek, Hebrew, and Latin. 
Secondly, such books as are useful in acquiring 
the languages, as the poets and orators, with- 
out considering whether they are heathen or 
Christian, Greek or Latin. For it is from such 
works that grammar must be learned. Thirdly, 
books treating of all the arts and sciences. Last- 
ly, books on jurisprudence and medicine, though 
here discrimination is necessary. 

“A prominent place should be given to 
chronicles and histories, in whatever languages 
they may be obtained; for they are wonderfully 
useful in understanding and regulating the 
course of the world, and in disclosing the mar- 
velous works of God. . . .Since God has so graci- 
ously and abundantly provided us with art, schol- 
ars, and books, it is time for us to reap the har- 
vest and gather for future use the treasures of 
these golden years. For it is to be feared, (and 
even now it is beginning to take place) that 
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new and different books will be produced, until 
at last, through the agency of the devil, the good 
books which are being printed will be crowded 
out by the multitude of ill-considered, senseless, 
and noxious works.” To the Mayors and Coun- 
cilmen of All the Cities of Germany. St. Louis 
Edition, X, 468 ff. Painter, Luther on Educa- 
tion, 183 ff. 

“He who would expound this prophet (Isa- 
iah), must have an understanding of two things: 
in the first place, the grammar, and indeed that 
one be solid in it and have mastered it fully. I 
acknowledge openly that I have not yet reached 
this stage, just as other great teachers of the 
Church, such as Augustine, were deficient in this 
respect. Yet the other knowledge, namely that 
of sacred history, is even more necessary. For 
if we should have to miss one of the two, I should 
rather have the latter than grammar, as we also 
see in the case of Augustine. Although he does 
not understand the grammar, and for that reason 
often misses the understanding, he yet, because 
he diligently follows history and has mastered 
that well, remains with the analogy of faith. 
We see the opposite in the case of Jerome. His 
knowledge of the Hebrew language was suffi- 
ciently great; but because he deals very coldly 
with history, he often leaves the analogy of 
faith. For that reason the knowledge of history 
is essential; and for this it is not only necessary 
to understand the words and the syllables, as 
they stand, but that one also have mastered the 
pertinent points of rhetoric and logic, so that one 
pays proper attention to all circumstances of the 
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incidents. Thus I also consider the knowledge 
of grammar not only an understanding of the 
meaning of each word, but also of the figures of 
speech and the style in which the Hebrew lan- 
guage differs from other languages, and where 
it does not follow our usage. And on this point 
we still have much to complain about, for as 
yet we have no complete and adequate Hebrew 
grammar.” Introduction to the Prophet Isaiah. 
St. Louis Edition, VI, 9.10. 

“The Hebrew tongue is altogether despised 
because of impiety or, perhaps, because people 
despair of learning it... .Without this language 
there can be no misunderstanding of Scripture, 
for the New Testament, though written in Greek, 
is full of Hebraisms. It is rightly said that the 
Hebrews drink from the fountains, the Greeks 
from the streams, and the Latins from the pools. 
I am no Hebrew grammarian, nor do I wish to 
be, for I cannot bear to be hampered by rules; 
but I am quite at ease in the language, for who- 
ever has the gift of tongues, even though he can- 
not forthwith turn anything into another lan- 
guage, or interpret it, yet has a wonderful gift 
of God. The translators of the Septuagint were 
unskilled in Hebrew, and their version is there- 
fore extremely poor, even though literal. We 
prefer it to the version of Jerome, even though 
we confess that he who reviled Jerome as a good 
Jew was mistaken and did him wrong. But he 
has this excuse that after the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity the language was so corrupted that it 
could not be restored.”’ Table Talk. St. Louis 

Edition, XXII, 1542 f. Smith and Gallinger, 
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Conversations with Luther, 181 f. 

“Histories are nothing but indications, mem- 
orials, and tokens of divine works and judg- 
ments, of the manner in which God preserves, 
governs, hinders, furthers, punishes, and honors. 
the world, and in particular mankind, according 
as every one deserves evil or good. And al- 
though there are many who do not know God 
nor pay any attention to Him, yet they must be 
alarmed at the examples and histories and fear 
lest a similar thing strike them, which has gone 
upon this one or that one whose story is told in 
the histories. In this way they are moved with 
greater force than if one simply restrains them 
with mere words of justice or learning, and hin- 
ders them; as we read not only in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, but also in heathen books, as they intro- 
duce and point out the example, word, and work 
of the ancestors, if they desire to urge some ad- 
vancement among their people, or if they intend 
to teach, to admonish, to warn, to terrify. There- 
fore the writers of histories are the most use- 
ful people and the best teachers, so that one can- 
not sufficiently honor, praise, or thank them, 
and this should be the work of all the great lords, 
such as emperors, kings, etc., who might cause 
the history of their times to be written with dili- 
gence and, kept in the library, preserve it, also 
begrudge no costs which might be applied to 
keep and train such people as show aptitude for 
this work, as one sees, especially in the books of 
the Judges, Kings, Chronicles that such masters 
were endowed and maintained, also in the case 
of the kings in Persia, who had such a library 
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in Media, as one may well gather from the books 
of Ezra and Nehemiah. In our days also the 
princes and lords must have their chancellery, 
in which they preserve and deposit their own re- 
cords, both new and old; how much more should 
one gather and leave to the descendants a his- 
tory of the entire time of their reign, concern- 
ing all matters, or at least the most important 
ones.” Introduction to Capella’s “History of the 
Duke of Milan.” St. Louis Edition, XIV, 378. 

“The celebrated Roman, Varro, affirms that 
the best way to teach is to unite examples with 
words. This results in a clearer apprehension 
of what is taught, and secures also its better re- 
tention; otherwise, when statements are heard 
without examples, no matter how good the doc- 
trine may be, the heart is not so deeply moved 
and the subject is not so clearly understood nor 
so firmly retained. Therefore history is very 
valuable. For whatever philosophy or reason 
teaches, that history supplies with illustrations, 
and portrays, as it were, before our eyes what 
the words convey to the ear. We there see how 
the good and the wise have lived, and how they 
have been rewarded; and also how the wicked 
and the ignorant have done, and how they have 
been punished.” JIJbid., 376. Painter, Luther on 
Education, 155 f. 

“Every one learns German or other lan- 
guages much better from talking at home, at 
the market, or in the church, than from books. 
Printed words are dead, spoken words are liv- 
ing. On the printed page they are not so forci- 
ble as when uttered by the soul of man through 
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the mouth. Tell me, where has there ever been 
a language that one could learn to speak prop- 
erly from the grammar? Is it not true that 
even the languages that have the most clearly 
defined rules, as the Latin and the Greek, can 
be better learned from practise and habit than 
from rules? ... The science of grammar teaches 
and shows what words are called and what they 
mean; but we should first of all learn the thing 
itself. Whoever is to preach and teach must 
know beforehand what a thing is and what it is 
called; but grammar teaches only the last. 
Knowledge is of two kinds—one of words, and 
the other of things. Whoever has no knowledge 
of the things will not be helped by the knowledge 
of the words. It is an old proverb that ‘one can- 
not speak well of what one does not understand.’ 
Of this truth our age has furnished many ex- 
amples. For many learned and eloquent men 
have uttered foolish and ridiculous things in 
speaking of what they did not understand. But 
whoever thoroughly understands a matter will 
speak wisely and reach the heart, though he may 
be wanting in eloquence and readiness of speech. 
Thus Cato surpassed Cicero when he spoke in 
council, though his language was simple and 
unadorned. A knowledge of words or grammar 
becomes easier when the subject in hand is un- 
derstood, as Horace also teaches. But when a 
knowledge of the subject is wanting, then a 
knowledge of words is useless. I do not wish 
to be understood as rejecting (formal) gram- 
mar, which is necessary; but this I say: if the 
subject is not studied along with the grammar, 
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one will never become a good teacher. For, as 
some one has said, the teacher’s or preacher’s 
discourse should be born, not in his mouth, but 
in his heart.” Painter, op. cit. 158 f. St. Louis 
Edition, 998 ff. 

“This meaning the grammar, which the rab- 
bis alone have on their side, does not show but 
the understanding of things in Holy Scripture: 
and because the rabbis do not have this under- 
standing, they are to be despised altogether. But 
we should give all diligence to know and under- 
stand the subject-matter, then the grammar will 
become easy. For he who errs in the grammar, 
does not commit a mortal sin; but he who errs 
in the subject-matter itself, commits a mortal 
sin.” Haposition of Gen. 16, 13.14. St. Louis 
Edition, 1,1004. 

“Dialectic instructs, and rhetoric moves; the 
former appeals to the understanding, the latter 
to the will. ... It (logic) does not give us the 
power to speak of all subjects, but is simply an 
instrument by which we can speak correctly and 
methodically of what we already know and un- 
derstand. . . .One should accustom himself to 
good, honest, intelligible words, which are in 
common use and serve to elucidate the subject 
—a gift that comes from the grace of God. 
Many would-be scholars purposely obscure a 
subject with high, unusual, and highflown words, 
and seek a new style of discourse, which is yet 
so ambiguous and unintelligible that it can be 
understood as one pleases.” Painter, loc. cit., 
159 f. 
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“You ask, in what respect I consider dia- 
lectic as useful for a theologian. I truly do not 
see that dialectic should not rather be harmful 
to a true theologian. It may be that it is a use- 
ful game or exercise for the intellect of young 
people, but in the Holy Scripture, where only 
pure faith and illumination from above is needed, 
every logical conclusion must be left outside.” 
Letter to Spalatin. St. Louis Edition, XV, 2400. 

“Therefore it is not sufficient that one be 
an orator, but one must also be a dialectician 
and know which are well-founded, strong, cer- 
tain, and true proof-texts, and not merely what 
seems to be similar to the truth. But when the 
foundation of a firm and certain truth stands 
there, then one does well in adding rhetoric, to 
show what is easy or difficult, serviceable or 
not, praiseworthy or not.” Hxposition of Gen. 18, 
18.14. St. Louis Edition, 1176. 

“We are at the dawn of a new era, for we 
are beginning to recover the knowledge of the 
external world which we had lost through the 
fall of Adam. We now observe creatures prop- 
erly, and not as formerly under the papacy. 
Erasmus is indifferent, and does not care to 
know how fruit is developed from the seed. But 
by the grace of God we already recognize in the 
most delicate flower the wonders of divine good- 
ness and omnipotence. We see in His creatures 
the power of His Word. He commanded, and 
the thing stood fast. See that force display it- 
self in the stone of a peach. It is very hard, 
and the seed it encloses is very tender; but, when 
the moment has come, the stone must open to 
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let out the young plant that God calls into 
life. .. .Why shall we not, instead of dead books, 
open the living book of nature? Not the shad- 
ows of things, but the things themselves, which 
make an impression on the senses and imagina- 
tion, are to be brought before youth. By actual 
observation, not by a verbal description of things, 
must instruction begin. From such observation 
a certain knowledge develops. Men must be led 
as far as possible to draw their wisdom not from 
books, but from a consideration of heaven and 
earth, oaks and beeches; that is, they must know 
and examine things themselves, and not simply 
be contented with the observation and testimony 
of others.” Painter, loc., cit; 163° f. 

“Music in itself has the power to encour- 
age and to stimulate the minds. For that rea- 
son also Elisha had a minstrel (2 Kings 3, 15), 
and Moses had trumpets made for the war 
(Num. 10, 7). Therefore the Holy Ghost took 
music into His service in such a wholesome and 
necessary matter, in order that He, since it is 
difficult to think lightly of life and to long for 
death, might by the singing of the admonition 
move us the more easily and show us that we 
should be moved thereto the more easily.” Hzx- 
position of Ps. 3,6. St. Lowis Edition, IV, 326. 

“I refrain from mentioning the praise and 
the power of music, since this has amply been 
treated by others. I would only make this re- 
mark, that it becomes fully evident here that the 
use of music was formerly a sacred thing and 
fitted to divine things, but that it, in the course 
of time, like all other things, has been placed 
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into the service of luxury and _ voluptuousness. 
For by it the evil spirit of Saul was driven away, 
1 Sam, 16, 23, and the prophetic spirit given to 
Elisha, 2 Kings 3, 15.” Exposition of Psalm 
4, 1. St. Louis Edition, IV, 343. 

“I do not hold the opinion that all arts are 
to be completely discarded through the Gospel, 
as some super-spiritual people would have it; but 
I would like to see all arts, especially music, 
placed in the service of Him who has given and 
created them.” First Preface to Walther’s Hymn 
Book of 1525. St. Louis Edition, X, 1424. 

“This one thing we may mention here, name- 
ly that experience bears witness to the fact that 
it is only music which, according to the Word of 
God, should rightfully be praised as the mistress 
and empress of human affections. .. , by which 
men are ruled as by their lords and often are 
carried away. We cannot conceive of a greater 
praise of music than this. For if you desire to 
comfort the sorrowing, or terrify the joyful, en- 
courage those that are in despair, subdue the 
proud, quiet those who rave, and appease the 
malicious—and who is able to enumerate all 
these lords of the human heart, the affections 
of the heart and the impulses or spirits which 
incite to all virtues and vices ?—what more effec- 
tive vehicle can you find than just music? Even 
the Holy Spirit honors it as an instrument of His 
own office, since He testifies in His Holy Scrip- 
tures that by means of music His gifts come upon 
the prophets, that is, the stimulus to all virtues, 
as may be seen in the case of Elisha; on the 
other hand that by it the devil is expelled, name- 
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ly he who incites to all vices, as is shown in the 
case of Saul, the king of Israel. . . .Yea, to man 
alone before others has been granted speech 
combined with the voice, in order that he might 
know that he should praise God in word and 
music, namely to be heard in praises, and so that 
his words are mingled with a lovely melody.” 
Preface to the Hymns on the Passion of Christ. 
St. Louis Edition, XIV, 429 f. 

“For I judge freely, and do not shun to de- 
clare that next to theology there is no art which 
can be placed on a level with music, for it alone, 
next to theology, can bring about what other- 
wise theology alone succeeds in producing, name- 
ly a quiet and joyful mind.” Letter to Ludwig 
Senfel, of October 4, 1530. St. Louis Edition, 
XXIla, 1575. 

“Music is the best tonic for a sorrowful per- 
son, if he sings but a little bit. . . .Music I have 
always loved. He who is expert in this art, he 
is of good caliber and fit for all things. Music 
must be retained in schools on the basis of need. 
A schoolmaster must be able to sing, otherwise 
I shall not regard him. Nor should one com- 
mission young fellows for the ministry unless 
they have first received their testing and train- 
ing in school. . . .Music is an excellent gift of 
God, and nearest to theology. I would not ex- 
change the little music that I know for anything 
great, and young people must be trained in this 
art, since it produces fine and skilled people... . 
Whoever, like the enthusiasts, despises music, 
with those I am not satisfied. For music is a 
gift and donation of God, not a gift of men.... 
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After theology I give to music the highest place 
and the greatest honor.” Table Talk. St. Louis 
Edition, XXII, 1588 ff. 

“It was well considered and arranged by the 
ancients that the people should practise gym- 
nastics, in order that they might not fall into 
reveling, unchastity, gluttony, intemperance, and 
gaming. Therefore these two exercises and pas- 
times please me best, namely music and gymnas- 
tics, of which the first drives away all care and 
melancholy from the heart, and the latter pro- 
duces elasticity of the body and preserves the 
health. But a great reason for their practise is 
that people may not fall into gluttony, licentious- 
ness, and gambling, as is the case, alas! at courts 
and in cities. Thus it goes when such honor- 
able and manly bodily exercises are neglected.” 
Painter, loc. cit., 166. 


CHAPTER IX 


On Christian Schools 


“A father sends his child to a school, not 
only for this reason that he should only learn 
the a-b-c and no more than the Donatus (a Latin 
grammar); but that he should study in liberal 
arts, learn decency, honesty, and good morals, 
that he may become a fine person, fit to serve 
land and people. When such schooling is past, 
he is made a prince, ruler, preacher, or judge, 
and the training of school and of home is a thing 
of the past. But as for the rest, who remain 
a-b-c pupils forever and a day, that is not the 
proper thing. For Christ the Lord has come, 
and there is now a new rule: the son is now 
grown up and is to enter upon the rule of his — 
heritage and property. If one should want to 
lie in school all his life and merely learn to spell 
and to study the grammar, he should be whip- 
ped out of school; for you are not sent to school 
to remain there, but to study something, and 
then to go out again and to serve other people. 
For thus a housefather will say to his son: Dear | 
son, I have now given you an education, you must 
now become a father like myself; and again: 
Dear daughter, you must leave home and become 
a pious mother, for it is not to be understood 
that you are to remain forever in my home and 
under my training, and not desire your own fur- 
therance and the establishment of your own 
home and sustenance.” Sermon on Luke 2, 22-82. 
St. Lowis Edition, XII, 1225 f. 

“Therefore, dear friends, let us at this time 
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of gracious visitation gladly hear the Word of 
God and dearly love it, especially those who are 
young people, who will experience that God will 
come with another visitation, as He was obliged 
to come to Jerusalem, when they did not want 
to acknowledge their time of grace, in order that 
you may be well equipped with the Holy Scrip- 
ture and can comfort yourselves and also de- 
fend and strengthen yourselves against prospec- 
tive wrath and misfortune. For if we are to 
escape this, then nothing will help us on all 
sides unless we love the Word of God with all 
earnestness, and help to preserve this with all 
diligence for ourselves and our descendants, es- 
pecially through the maintenance of good schools 
and the education of our youth. For those are 
the tender plants by which the Church of God 
is built up and furthered as a fine garden. There- 
fore we all, who want to be Christians, are un- 
der obligations to help and further herein with 
all the faithfulness that we can summon. AIl- 
though we, who serve Christ and His Church 
in this office are not all equally rich, as are jur- 
ists, medical men, and those who are engaged 
in other matters and concerns, let us be satis- 
fied with what God gives us and thank Him that 
we have churches and schools, where our chil- 
dren and young folks, and the poor unlearned 
may also hear it (the Word) and be joined with 
us.” Sermon on Luke 19, 41-48. St. Louis Edi- 
tion, XII, 14377. 

“The young folks in particular cannot be 
trained to the kingdom of God but through the 
schools, nor can we preserve the Word of God 
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but through the pulpits. If we permit these to 
perish, everything would turn to Sodom and 
Gomorrha, and it would happen to such people 
as happened to these cities, when they had re- 
jected the Word of God and could not bear to 
hear or endure pious Lot. As also the prophet 
Ezekiel, chap. 16, 48-50, prophecies concerning 
Jerusalem.” Sermon on Matt. 25, 31-42. St. 
Louis Edition, XI, 1898. 

“Concerning the schools I have written 
above and also elsewhere copiously, that we 
should insist upon them firmly and diligently. 
For although they are to be regarded as a heath- 
enish, external thing in this, that the boys learn 
the languages and arts, yet they are highly 
needed. For if we do not train pupils, we shall 
not have pastors and preachers for a very much 
longer time, as we abundantly experience; for 
the school must give the Church persons whom 
we can give the position of apostles, evangelists, 
prophets, that is, of preachers, pastors, and 
rulers. And in addition to this we must have 
people in the whole world who are to become 
chancellors, councilors, clerks, and such as that, 
who also help to govern the world. Besides, 
where the schoolmaster is God-fearing, and 
teaches the boys to understand the Word of God 
and the right faith, to sing and to be exercised 
therein, and maintains good Christian discipline, 
there the schools, as above said, are altogether 
young and eternal councils, which indeed pro- 
duce greater values than many other great coun- 
cils. Therefore the former emperors, kings, and 
princes have done very well that they with such 


Christian Home and School 91 


diligence have built so many schools, for higher 
and for primary education, also monasteries and 
colleges, with the intention of obtaining a rich 
and great store of available persons, but which, 
by their descendants, have shamefully been con- 
verted to abuse. Princes and lords should do 
thus even now, turn over the possessions of 
monasteries to schools and establish scholar- 
ships for many persons; should our descendants 
abuse these foundations, we at least have done 
our share in our time. To summarize: The 
school must stand next to the church, as the 
institution in which young preachers and pas- 
tors are begotten, who are then to be placed in 
the stead of those who die. And the house of 
the citizen stands next to the school, as that 
which furnishes pupils; then the courthouse and 
the castle, which are to protect the citizens, that 
they may beget children for the schools, and 
that the schools train the children for the min- 
istry, and thereupon the pastors can again pro- 
duce churches and children of God (whether 
these be ordinary citizens, princes, or emper- 
ors). But God must be the highest and the 
one most concerned, who must preserve such 
ring or circle against the devil, and perform all 
things in all stations, yea, in all creatures.” 
Of Councils and Churches. St. Louis Edition, 
XVI, 2299 f. Cp. XVII, 1112. 

“The ordinary person nowadays does not 
consider that he owes it to God and the world, 
if he has a talented son, to place him in a school 
and let him study, but every one supposes that 
he has freedom and power to educate his son 
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according to his own will, and let God’s Word 
and ordinance remain where they will. Yea, the 
councilors in cities and almost all the rulers 
act in the same way, let the schools perish as 
though they had no obligation to maintain them, 
but a dispensation to lose them. Nobody has 
the thought that God earnestly commands and 
desires to have it so, that talented children are 
to be educated for His praise and work, which 
cannot be done without the schools. But to make 
a living in this world everybody is now in a great 
hurry with his children, as though God and 
Christendom were not in need of ministers, 
preachers, pastors, and temporal government no 
longer required chancellors, councilors, and 
clerks.” Of War against the Turks. St. Louis 
Edition, XX, 2135. 

“It is a godly thought, a holy and necessary 
work, to establish schools, as you know.” Let- 
ter to Spalatin, Nov. 24, 1024. St. Louis Edi- 
tion, XXla, 662. 

“If the mass were properly set in order, it 
would then be necessary to have good, pious 
preachers. Here it depends on persons whom 
we must educate in schools and universities. 
Hence the reformation of schools and universi- 
ties is also necessary, that no cost or trouble is 
to be spared. This requires especially serious 
consideration, for if matters are not well in the 
schools, where the persons are to be begotten 
and educated, no worship will be properly serv- 
ed.” Advice of Luther Concerning a Permanent 
Order in the Christian Congregation, of 1526. 
St. Louis Edition, XXI, 908. 
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“When schools flourish, then things go well “ 
and the Church is secure. Let us have more 
learned men and teachers! The youth furnish 
recruits for the Church, they are the source of 
its well-being. If there were no schools, who 
would there be to take our places when we die” 
For the Church’s sake we must have and main- 
tain Christian schools, for God preserves the 
Church through schools, and schools are the 
conservatories of the Church. They may not 
have a fine appearance, but within they are most 
useful and necessary. In school the little lads 
have still learned the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Creed, and so the churches have been preserved 
through the schools in a marvelous manner.” 
Table Talk. St. Lows Edition, XXII, 1037. 
Smith and Gallinger, Conversations with Luther, | 
96. 

“Pastors and preachers must be taken out 
of schools, and they, in turn, must build and 
maintain churches. Schools and positions in the 
ministry are better than the councils... .On 
October 1, 1538, he (Luther) praised the worth 
of the schools, which, in spite of their lowly ap- 
pearance, produce a great benefit, which is the 
preservation of the Church. For there the youth 
is educated to godliness and prepared to serve 
in all stations. From them collaborators and 
school teachers are chosen for the service of the 
Church.” Table Talk. St. Lowis Edition, 
XXII, 1522. 1524. 

“In my opinion it would be a necessary ar- 
rangement, especially in these perilous days, 
that institutions and monasteries would again 
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be placed under regulations, as they were in the 
beginning, at the time of the apostles and for a 
long time afterward, when it was a matter of 
liberty for every one to remain in them as long 
as he chose. For what were institutions and 
monasteries but Christian schools, in which read- 
ing and discipline according to Christian form 
were taught and men were educated to govern 
and to preach, as we read that St. Agnes went 
to school, and as we still see in some nunneries, 
as that in Quedlinburg and in other places. 
Truly, all institutions and monasteries should be 
so free, that they might serve God freely and 
not with compulsory service.” To the Christian 
Nobility of the German Nation. St. Louis Edi- 
tion, X, 318. 

“If now you have a son capable of learning; 
if you can send him to school, but do not do it 
and go your way asking nothing about temporal 
government, law, peace, and so on; you are, to 
the extent of your ability, opposing civil auth- 
ority like the Turk, yea, like the devil himself. 
For you withhold from the empire, principality, 
state, city, a savior, comforter, cornerstone, help- 
er; and so far as you are concerned, the em- 
peror loses both his sword and crown, the state 
loses protection and peace, and it is through 
your fault (as much as lies in you) that no man 
can hold in security his body, wife, child, house, 
property. ... 

“IT will not here speak of the pleasure a 
scholar has, apart from any office, in that he 
can read at home all kinds of books, talk and 
associate with learned men, and travel and 
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transact business in foreign lands. For this 
pleasure perhaps will move but few; but since 
you are seeking mammon and worldly posses- 
sions, consider what great opportunities God 
has provided for schools and scholars, so that 
you need not despise learning from fear of pov- 
erty. Behold, emperors and kings must have 
chancellors, secretaries, councilors, jurists, and 
scholars; there is not a prince but must have 
chancellors, jurists, councilors, scholars, and 
secretaries; likewise counts, lords, cities, states, 
castles must have councilors, secretaries, and 
other learned men; there is not a nobleman but 
must have a secretary. And to speak of ordi- 
nary scholars, where are the miners, merchants, 
and artisans? At the end of three years where 
are we to find educated men, when the want has 
already begun to be felt? It looks as if kings 
would have to become jurists, princes chancel- 
lors, counts and lords secretaries, and mayors 
Sextons. ... 

“There is further a divine blessing attached 
to this sphere of activity; for God is pleased 
with the many excellent and useful works that 
belong to the secular condition, and that con- 
stitute a divine service. But avarice, in seek- 
ing its end, meets with contempt (even though 
its works be not sinful) ; evil deeds destroy all 
peace of mind, and such a life cannot be called 
a service of God. Now I would rather earn ten 
florins with a work that might properly be called 
service of God than a thousand florins with a 
work that could not’be called a service of God, 
but a service of self and mammon.... 
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“Without anxiety, then, let your son study, 
and if he should have to beg bread for a time, 
you give our God material out of which He can 
make a lord. It will remain true that your son 
and mine, that is to say, the children of the 
common people, will rule the world, both in spir- 
itual and secular stations, as this psalm (Ps. 
113) testifies. . 

‘Formerly, when the devil was served, and 
Christ’s blood insulted, every purse was open, 
and there was no measure to the contributions 
made to churches, schools, and every abomina- 
tion; then, too, people could urge and force 
their children into cloisters, chapters, churches, 
schools, with unspeakable cost—all of which is 
lost. 

“But now, when good schools and evangel- 
ical churches are to be established, nay, not es- 
tablished but merely maintained (for God has 
already established them, and given sufficient 
means for their support), when we know that 
we have God’s Word, that evangelical churches 
are to be maintained, that Christ’s sufferings 
and death are to be honored: now all purses are 
closed with iron chains, no one can give, and 
children are not even allowed to be supported 
by the Church, (where nothing is to be given,) 
and they are prevented from entering such salu- 
tary offices, in which their temporal wants would 
be provided for, and in which they could serve 
God and honor the blood of Christ; on the con- 
trary, they are pushed into the jaws of mam- 
mon, they tread the blood of Christ under foot, 
and yet pretend to be Christians!’ Sermon on 
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the Duty of Sending Children to School. St. 
Louts Edition, X, 444 ff. Painter, Luther on 
Education, 249 ff. 

“There is one consideration that should 
move every citizen with devout gratitude to 
God, to contribute a part of his means to the 
_.support of schools—the consideration that, if 
divine grace had not released him from exac- 
tions and robbery, he would still have to give 
large sums of money for indulgences, masses, 
vigils, endowments, testaments, anniversaries, 
mendicant friars, brotherhoods, and other simi- 
lar impositions. And let him be sure that, where 
turmoil and strife exist, there the devil is pres- 
ent, who did not writhe and struggle so long as 
men blindly contributed to convents and masses. 
For Satan feels that his cause is suffering in- 
jury. Let this, then, be the first consideration 
to move you,—that in this work we are fight- 
ing against the devil, the most artful and dan- 
gerous enemy of men.... 

“But all that, you say, is addressed to par- 
ents. .. .That is true; but how, if parents neg- 
lect it? Who shall attend to it then? Shall 
we therefore let it alone, and suffer the chil- 
dren to be neglected?. . . .Parents neglect this 
duty from various causes. In the first place, 
there are some who are so lacking in piety and 
uprightness that they would not do it if they 
could, but, like the ostrich, harden themselves 
against their own offspring, and do nothing for 
them. Nevertheless these children must live 
among us and with us. How then can reason, 
and above all Christian charity, suffer them to 
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grow up ill-bred, and to infect other children, till 
at last the whole city be destroyed, like Sodom, 
Gomorrah, and some other cities? 

“In the second place, the great majority of 
parents are unqualified for it, and do not under- 
stand how children are to be brought up and 
taught. For they have learned nothing but to 
provide for their bodily wants; and in order to 
teach and train children thoroughly, a separate 
class is needed. 

“In the third place, even if parents were 
qualified and willing to do it themselves, yet on 
account of other employments and household 
duties they have no time for it, so that necessity 
requires us to have teachers for public schools, 
unless each parent employ a private instructor. 
But that would be too expensive for persons of 
ordinary means, and many a bright boy, on ac- 
count of poverty, would be neglected. Besides, 
many parents die and leave orphans; and how 
they are usually cared for by guardians, we 
might learn, even if observation were not enough, 
from the sixty-eighth psalm, where God calls 
Himself the Father of the fatherless, as of those 
who are neglected by all others. Also there are 
some who have no children, and therefore feel 
no interest in them.... 

“Even if there were no soul, (as I have al- 
ready said,) and men did not need schools and 
the languages for the sake of Christianity and 
the Scriptures, still, for the establishment of the 
best schools everywhere, both for boys and girls, 
this consideration is of itself sufficient, namely 
that society, for the maintenance of civil order 
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and the proper regulation of the household, 
needs accomplished and well-trained men and 
women. Now such men are to come from boys, 
and such women from girls; hence it is neces- 
sary that boys and girls be properly taught and 
brought up. As I have before said, the ordi- 
nary man is not qualified for this task, and can- 
not and will not do it.... 

“But you say: Who can do without his chil- 
dren and bring them up in this manner, to be 
young gentlemen? They are to attend to the 
work in the home, etc. I reply: It is not my 
idea that we should establish schools as they 
have been heretofore, where a boy has studied 
Donatus and Alexander* twenty and_ thirty 
years, and yet has learned nothing. The world 
has changed, and things go differently. My 
idea is that boys should spend an hour or two a 
day in school, and the rest of the time work av 
home, learn some trade and do whatever is de- 
sired, so that study and work may go on to- 
gether, while the children are young and can 
attend to both. 

“In like manner, a girl has time to go to 
school an hour a day, and yet attend to her 
work at home... .The real difficulty is founa 
alone in the absence of an earnest desire to edu- 
cate the young, and to aid and benefit mankind 
with accomplished citizens. The devil much 
prefers blockheads and drones, that men may 
have more abundant trials and sorrows in the 
world. But the brightest pupils, who give prom- 


*Donatus was the Latin Grammar of those days, 
and Alexander was a commentary on Aristotle. 
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ise of becoming accomplished teachers, preach- 
ers, and workers, should be kept longer at school, 
or set apart wholly for study.... 

“There is consequently an urgent necessity, 
not only for the sake of the young, but also for 
the maintenance of Christianity and of civil 
government, that this matter be immediately 
and earnestly taken hold of, lest afterwards, al- 
though we would gladly attend to it, we shall 
find it impossible to do so, and be obliged to feel 
in vain the pangs of remorse forever. For God 
is now graciously present, and offers His aid. 
If we despise it, we already have our condemna- 
tion with the people of Israel, of whom Isaiah 
says: ‘I have spread out My hands all the day 
unto a rebellious people.’ ...Let us then take 
heed. Consider, for example, what great zeal 
Solomon manifested; for he was so much inter- 
ested in the young that he took time, in the 
midst of his imperial duties, to write a book for 
them called Proverbs. And think how Christ 
Himself took the little children in His arms! 
How earnestly He commends them to us, and 
speaks of their guardian angels, in order that 
He may show us how great a service it is when 
we rightly bring them up; on the other hand, 
how His anger kindles if we offend the little 
ones, and let them perish. 

“Therefore, dear sirs, take to heart this 
work which God so urgently requires at your 
hands, which pertains to your choice, which is 
necessary for the young, and which neither the 
world nor the Spirit can do without. We have, 
alas! lived and degenerated long enough in dark- 
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ness. .. .Let us use our reason, that God may 
observe in us gratitude for His mercies. . . .I 
have done my part; I have desired to benefit the 
German states, although some have despised 
me and set my counsel at naught as knowing 
better themselves,—to all which I must submit. 
I know indeed that others could have accom- 
plished it better; but because they were silent, 
I have done the best I could. It is better to 
have spoken, even though imperfectly, than to 
have remained silent. And I have hope that 
God will rouse some of you to listen to my coun- 
sel, and that instead of considering the adviser, 
you will let yourselves be moved by the great 
interests at stake. 

“Finally, this must be taken into consid- 
eration by all who earnestly desire to see such 
schools established and the languages preserved 
in the German states: that no cost nor pains 
should be spared to procure good libraries in 
suitable buildings, especially in the large cities, 
which are able to afford it. For if a knowledge 
of the Gospel and of every kind of learning is to 
be preserved, it must be embodied in books, as 
the prophets and apostles did, as I have already 
shown. This should be done, not only that our 
spiritual and civil leaders may have something 
to read and study, but also that good books may 
not be lost, and that the arts and languages may 
be preserved, with which God has graciously 
favored us. St. Paul was diligent in this mat- 
ter, since he lays the injunction upon Timothy: 
‘Give attendance to reading;’ 1 Tim. 4, 13, and 
directs him to bring the books, but especially 
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the parchments left at -Troas, 2 Tim. 4, 13.” 
Painter, 174 ff. 


Teaching is a Precious Work 


“You might here say: What do you aim to 
make out of the councils by restricting them so 
closely? In that case a pastor, yea, a pedagog 
(not to mention the parents) would have more 
authority over pupils than a council over the 
church. I answer: Are you of the opinion that 
a pastor or schoolmaster have such a lowly of- 
fice as not to be compared with the councils? 
If there were no pastors and bishops, how would 
one assemble a council? If there were no schools, 
where would one take pastors? I speak of such 
schoolmasters as not alone teach the arts to the 
children and the youth, but train them in the 
Christian doctrine and inculcate it faithfully up- 
on them; also of such pastors as teach the Word 
of God faithfully and in all purity. .. .I will say 
no more: There is more to the children’s Creed 
than to all the councils. In the same way also 
the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments 
teach more than all the councils teach. In fact, 
the latter do not teach, but prevent that noth- 
ing new is preached in opposition to the old 
doctrines. ... 

“A temporary thing has temporary rights. 
But in this kingdom of the Church this applies: 
‘The Word of God abideth forever.’ Isa. 40, 8. 
According to it one must judge, and not make 
a new and different Word of God, or form new 
and other articles of faith. 


Christian Home and School 103 


“Therefore, pastors and schoolmasters are 
the lowly, but daily, permanent, eternal judges, 
who anathematize without ceasing, that is, they 
hinder the devil and his raging. A council, as 
a great judge, is under obligation to make old, 
great rogues pious, or to put them to death, but 
it cannot beget others. A pastor and_ school- 
master are dealing with small, young rogues, 
and always beget new people to become bishops 
and for councils, when this is necessary. A 
council chops the great limbs off the trees, or 
roots out the bad trees altogether. But a pas- 
tor or a schoolmaster plants and begets nothing 
but young trees and spicy herbs in the gardens. 
Oh they have a precious ministry and office, and 
are the noblest jewels of the Church: they pre- 
serve the Church. Therefore all lords should 
do their share that pastors and schoolmasters 
may be kept. For if we cannot by any means 
have the councils, the parishes and_ schools, 
though small, are nevertheless eternal and profi- 
table councils.” Of the Councils and Churches. 
St. Louis Edition, XVI, 2258.2261. 


Pastors Ought to Teach 


“Schoolmasters have become accustomed to 
speaking, in dealing with their pupils in school, 
just how the proof texts of Holy Scripture are 
to be treated and expounded. I should prefer 
to have no one chosen as a minister unless he 
first had been a schoolmaster. Nowadays young 
men want to be ordained at once and avoid 
school work. If one taught school for ten years, 
he might then withdraw with a good conscience, 
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for the work is hard and little honored. In a © 
city a schoolmaster has as much responsibility 
asa minister. We can take magistrates, princes, 
and nobles as we find them, but not schools, for 
schools rule the world. We see that there is 
no ruler today who is not of necessity governed 
by a jurist or a minister. The princes know 
nothing of themselves and are ashamed to learn, 
so they have to apply to the schools. Were I 
not a preacher there is no profession on earth 
which I would sooner follow. One must not re- 
gard how the world esteems and pays it, but 
how God esteems it, and will glorify it on the 
last day.” Table Talk. St. Louis Edition, XXII, 
669 f. Cp.662, No. 71. Smith and Gallinger, 
Conversations with Luther, 96 f. 

“Where the Scriptures are neglected, there 
the clergy must be worthless. But I mean the 
clerical office which pays attention to preaching 
and the ministration of the Word and Sacra- 
ments, which imparts the Holy Spirit and salva- 
tion—blessings not to be obtained by means of 
music and display. This office includes the 
duties of pastor, teacher, preacher, reader, chap- 
lain, sexton, and schoolmaster, and this office is 
highly praised and extolled in the Scriptures. . . 

“I should mention here how many learned 
men are needed in medicine and in other liberal 
arts, on which two points one might well write 
a great book and preach half a year. Where 
should preachers and jurists and physicians be 
obtained, if grammar and the other arts of ora- 
tory were not present? They must all flow from 
this one well. But my discussion is now becom- 
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ing too long and too much. This I say briefly: 
It is impossible to reward and to repay with any 
money a diligent, pious teacher or master, or 
whoever it may be that faithfully trains and 
teaches boys, as also the heathen Aristotle says. 
And yet the office is most shamefully despised 
with us, as though it were nothing, and yet we 
want to be regarded as Christians.—As for my- 
self, if I should relinquish the ministry and 
other affairs, or would be compelled to do so, I 
should consider no office more desirable than 
that of being a schoolmaster or a teacher ot 
boys. For I know that this work, next to the 
office of preaching is the most useful, the great- 
est and the best, and even at that I do not know 
which of the two is the better. For it is hard 
to control old dogs and to make old rogues pious, 
at which task the ministry is engaged, and very 
frequently must work in vain; but the young 
trees one can more easily bend and train, even 
if some should break in the process. Let it be 
one of the highest virtues on earth faithfully to 
educate the children of strange people, a task 
which very few perform, and hardly any one 
with his own.” St. Lowis Edition, X, 424.452 ff. 


Right Instruction 


“Therefore I beg you all, in the name of 
God and of our neglected youth, not to think of 
this subject lightly, as many do who see not 
what the prince of this world intends. For the 
right instruction of youth is a matter in which 
Christ and all the world are concerned. There- 
by are we all aided. And consider that great 


106 Luther on Education in the 


Christian zeal is needed to overcome the silent, 
secret, and artful machinations of the devil. If 
we must annually expend large sums on mus- 
kets, roads, bridges, dams, and the like, in order 
that the city may have temporal peace and com- 
fort, why should we not apply as much to our 
poor, neglected youth, in order that we may have 
a skillful schoolmaster or two?.... 


Need for Teachers 


“But each one, you say, may educate and 
discipline his own sons and daughters. To which 
I reply: We see indeed how it goes with this 
teaching and training. And where it is carried 
to the highest point and is attended with suc- 
cess, it results in nothing more than that the 
learners, in some measure, acquire a forced ex- 
ternal propriety of manner; in other respects 
they remain dunces, knowing nothing, and in- 
capable of giving aid or advice. But were they 
instructed in schools or elsewhere by thorough- 
ly qualified male or female teachers, who taught 
in the languages, other arts, and history, then 
the pupils would hear the history and maxims 
of the world, and see how things went with 
each city, kingdom, prince, man, and woman; 
and thus, in a short time, they would be able to 
comprehend, as in a mirror, the character, life, 
counsels, undertakings, successes, and failures, 
of the whole world from the beginning. From 
this knowledge they could regulate their views, 
and order their course of life in the fear of God, 
having become wise in judging what is to be 
sought and what avoided in this outward life, 
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Teacher Training 


“But the brightest pupils, who give promise 
of becoming accomplished people in the office 
of male and female teachers, of preachers, and 
of other spiritual offices, should be kept longer 
at school, or set apart wholly for study.” Let- 
ter to the Mayors and Aldermen in Behalf of 
Christian Schools. St Louis Edition, X, 477. 
479. Painter, loc. cit., 197.200, 


Provisions for Calling Teachers in a 
Parish School 


“The ten commissioned elders shall, in the 
name of our parochial assembly, have power and 
command to call, install, and dismiss a school- 
master for the young boys, according to the 
advice and honest opinion of our chosen pastor 
and of a preacher and another man learned in 
the divine Scripture, in order that a pious, mor- 
ally blameless, well-qualified man be placed for 
the Christian, honest, and modest discipline and 
instruction of the youth, as in a most neces- 
sary office. . . .In the same way, from the com- 
mon chest, through the ten elders, an honest, 
irreproachable woman of advanced age is to be 
supplied with an annual salary and other per- 
quisites, in order to instruct the young girls 
under twelve years in true Christian discipline, 
honesty, and virtue... .Order of the Common 
Chest at Leissnig. St. Lowis Edition, X, 969 f. 


CHAPTER X 


On Methods of Teaching and 
Related Subjects 


“Therefore I entreat (and adjure) you all 
for God’s sake, my dear sirs and brethren, who 
are pastors or preachers, to devote yourselves 
heartily to your office, to have pity on the people 
who are entrusted to you, and to help us incul- 
cate the Catechism upon the people, and espe- 
cially upon the young. And let those of you who 
cannot do better take these tables and forms 
and impress them, word for word, on the peo- 
ple, as follows :— 

“In the first place, let the preacher above 
all be careful to avoid many kinds of or various 
texts and forms of the Ten Commandments, the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, the Sacraments, etc., 
but choose one form to which he adheres, and 
which he inculcates all the time, year after year. 
For young and simple people must be taught 
by uniform, settled texts and forms, otherwise 
they easily become confused when the teacher 
today teaches them thus, and in a year some 
other way, as if he wished to make improve- 
ments, and thus all effort and labor is lost. 

“Also our blessed fathers understood this 
well; for they all used the same form of the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Command- 
ments. Therefore we, too, should (imitate their 
diligence and be at pains to) teach the young 
and simple people these parts in such a way as 
not to change a syllable, or set them forth and 
repeat them differently one year than in another 
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(no matter how often we teach the Catechism). 

“Hence, choose whatever form you please, 
and adhere to it forever. But when you preach 
in the presence of learned and intelligent men, 
you may exhibit your skill, and may present 
these parts in as varied and intricate ways and 
give them as masterly turns as you are able. 
But with the young people stick to one fixed, 
permanent form and manner, and teach them, 
first of all, these parts, namely, the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, etc., 
according to the text, word for word, so that 
they, too, can repeat it in the same manner aft- 
er you and commit it to memory.... 

“In the second place, after they have well 
learned the text, then teach them the sense also, 
so that they know what it means, and again 
ehoose the form of these tables, or some other 
brief uniform method, whichever you like, and 
adhere to it, and do not change a Single sylla- 
ble, as was just said regarding the text; and 
take your time to it. For it is not necessary 
that you take up all parts at once, but one after 
the other. After they understand the First Com- 
mandment well, then take up the Second, and 
so on, otherwise they will be overwhelmed, so 
as not to be able to retain any well. 

“In the third place, after you have thus 
taught them this Short Catechism, then take 
up the Large Catechism, and give them also a 
richer and fuller knowledge. . . .And particu- 
larly, urge that commandment or part most 
which suffers the greatest neglect among your 
people. . . .Especially should you here urge 
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magistrates and parents to rule well and to send 
their children to school, showing them why it 
is their duty to do this, and what a damnable 
sin they are committing if they do not do it. 
For by such neglect they overthrow and destroy 
both the kingdom of God and that of the world, 
acting as the worst enemies both of God and of 
men.’ Preface to the’ Small Catechismagnan 
Louis Edition, X, 1 ff. Concordia Triglotta, 
O33 ff. 

“Therefore it will be the duty of the may- 
ors and council to exercise the greatest care over 
the young. For since the happiness, honor, and 
life of the city are committed to their hands, 
they would be held recreant before God and the 
world, if they did not, day and night, with all 
their power seek its welfare and improvement. 
Now the welfare of a city does not consist alone 
in great treasures, firm walls, beautiful houses, 
and munitions of war; indeed, where all these 
are found, and reckless fools come into power, 
the city sustains the greater injury. But the 
highest welfare, safety, and power of a city con- 
sists in able, learned, wise, upright, cultivated 
citizens, who can secure, preserve, and utilize 
every treasure and advantage.” To the Mayors 
and Aldermen in Behalf of Christian Schools. 
St. Louis Edition, X, 466 f. Painter, loc.cit., 
180 f. 
| “But I maintain that the civil authorities 
‘are under obligation to compel the people to 
send their children to school, especially such as 
are promising, as has been elsewhere said. For 
our rulers are certainly bound to maintain the 
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spiritual and secular offices and callings, so that 
there may always be preachers, jurists, pastors, 
scribes, physicians, schoolmasters, and the like, 
for these cannot be dispensed with. If the gov- 
ernment can compel such citizens as are fit for 
military service to bear spear and rifle, to mount 
ramparts, and perform other martial duties in 
time of war, how much more has it a right to 
compel the people to send their children to 
school, because in this case we are warring with 
the devil, whose object it is secretly to exhaust 
our cities and principalities of their strong men, 
to destroy the kernel and leave a shell of ignor- 
ant and helpless people, whom he can sport and 
juggle with at pleasure. That is starving out 
a city or country, destroying it without a strug- 
gle, and without its knowledge.” Sermon on 
the Duty of Sending Children to School. St. 
_Louis Edition, X, 457 f. Painter, loc.cit., 269.* 


evi *Cp. also Section VII, for other remarks on Methods. 


CHAPTER XI 


On the Aim of Christian Education 


“What will the father and mother say, who 
do not diligently keep their children and serv- 
ants with the church and the Word? There He 
will without doubt say: Ye lords and ladies, ye 
kings and princes, you have had so many souls 
under your direction; these you should have 
trained to godliness and diligently have urged 
them to remain with the Word; but you have 
done nothing, have permitted them to become 
reprobate and grow up without godliness. From 
whom shall I demand a reckoning for such un- 
speakable damage? From no one but just from 
you parents, lords and ladies, kings and princes, 
whom I have commanded to see to it that your 
children, servants, and subjects might learn 
something. For father and mother, lords and 
princes are not merely there for the purpose of 
securing peace for their children and subjects 
and to fill their stomachs; but they should also 
exert all diligence that children, servants, and 
subjects are led to the truth and to the knowl- 
edge of the Word, and thus above all things the 
soul have its nourishment, in order that men 
may become godly and pious, and thus be saved. 

“Therefore the highest and greatest work 
and the supreme service of God that we can 
perform on earth is this that we bring other 
people, and in particular those who are entrust- 
ed to us, to the knowledge of God and the holy 
Gospel. The devil is very hostile to such good 
work and opposes it violently with dissension 
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and persecution. Besides this it is in itself a 
difficult matter and demands much trouble and 
labor before one can get the children and the 
young people to the point that they receive the 
doctrine and become godly.” Sermon on Mark 
8, 1-9. St. Lowis Edition, XIlIla, 784 f. Wag- 
ner, Luther als Padagog, 64. 

“Therefore we should not lead such an idle, 
delicate, Epicurean life as to withdraw from all 
manner of government. For God says, Gen. 1, 
28: ‘Replenish the earth, and subdue it, and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, etc.,’ But 
in order that I may hold your evil lust and your 
ambition in check to some degree, the ground 
shall bring forth thorns and thistles for you, and 
‘In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the ground.’ Gen. 3, 18.19. 

“Yea, but who is able to endure the sharp 
thorns, the sorrow, all kinds of affliction and 
labor? Then I should rather flee, say the peo- 
ple. No, you shall not flee, but you shall from 
your childhood become accustomed, not to serve 
voluptuousness, but to serve the common need 
in this life. For to this end you go to school, 
learn the good arts, and are exercised therein, 
in order that you may in the future serve the 
community, whether in the Church or in worldly 
government: and this requires a learned, pat- 
ient, and strong man, who also possesses cour- 
age. To such virtues you must accustom your 
heart and arouse it thereto. .. .Therefore you 
should keep in mind that you are born and called 
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by God to this end that you should serve your 
neighbor.” Hxposition of Gen. 41, 45. St. 
Louis Edition, II, 1408 f. 


In Conclusion 


“Therefore, my dear sirs, I beg you to let 
my labor bear fruit with you. And though there 
be some who think me too insignificant to fol- 
low by advice, or who look down upon me as 
one condemned by tyrants: still let them con- 
sider that I am not seeking my own interest, 
but that of all Germany. And even if I were a 
fool, and should yet hit upon something good, 
no wise man should think it a disgrace to follow 
me. And even if I were a Turk and a heathen, 
and it should yet appear that my advice was 
advantageous, not for myself, but for Chris- 
tianity, no reasonable person would despise my 
counsel. Sometimes a fool has given better 
advice than a whole company of wise men. 
Moses received instruction from Jethro. — 

‘“‘Herewith I commend you all to the grace 
of God. May He soften your hearts and kindle 
therein a deep interest in behalf of the poor, 
wretched, and neglected youth; and through the 
blessing of God may you so counsel and aid 
them as to attain to a happy Christian social 
order in respect to both body and soul, with all 
fulness and abounding plenty, to the praise and 
honor of God the Father, through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
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